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Well, yet another year comes to an end, is 

it me or my age, but they seem to fly by. I 

start each year with plans of this and that, 

and before I know it, we’re into to the 

Autumn with Christmas fast approaching. 

 

I hope that, since September 6th, when it 

was officially announced that Ancestry had 

published the Bristol Parish Registers, you  

have all been busy using them. I noticed 

that a member had added a post  on the 

BAFHS group Facebook on September 5th 

with the announcement, so I hope those 

of you with Facebook will join the group 

and swap your ideas and hints. 

 

I attended the official opening at the 

Archives, along with other members of the 

committee and invited individuals, and we 

were given a short presentation on what 

had been digitised. I was soon very busy 

checking the originals of the many 

baptisms, marriages and burials I had 

come across in my Arnos Vale researches - 

I could almost hear the coins landing in 

the Bristol Archives coffers! 

 

The big event for BAFHS was of course our 

September Fair, which went very well with 

over 300 people attending. I had an 

enjoyable afternoon as I visited the stalls, 

and talked to our volunteers, the stall 

holders and visitors. You can read all about 

it in Linda Serle’s report on p.6. 

 

The success of the fair is, of course, down 

to the efforts of all the volunteers – not 

only on the day itself, but for months 

beforehand with all the preparations. So a 

big thank-you must go to all of you for 

giving up your time to help. All of this 

effort must be coordinated, so an extra big 

thank-you must go to Linda who has 

worked tirelessly to bring it all together. 

 

The October committee meeting 

concentrated on the long-talked about 

revamp of our Website and the topic of 

membership fees. There are, as always, 

different opinions and these were raised 

and aired at the meeting and the issues 

were democratically voted on. 

 

When I became the Chair in June, I had 

many thoughts on how the Society should 

react to the falling membership and what 

we could do to stem the tide and the 

direction that the society should take. 

Sadly, I feel that I am in the minority on 

how we face and deal with some of the 

society’s current major issues and plans. 

 

Therefore, it is with regret, that I decided I 

should stand down and let someone else 

take over. I formally sent my resignation to 

the President on October 16th. 

 

I have enjoyed my brief spell as Chairman 

of BAFHS and I take this opportunity to 

thank the committee, and post holders for 

their hard work; and to wish all of you a 

very merry Christmas and a happy and 

successful family history New Year. 

  

Alan Bambury (5536) 

Letter to the Members 
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Due to “unforeseen circumstances” (I 

believe this is the standard way to 

introduce such issues) we currently do not 

have a Chairman. However, the period for 

receiving submissions for the current 

journal ran from August 1st until October 

25th, and so Alan was Chairman for the 

majority of that period, and as such, 

carried out the duties of his post. This 

meant he had matters on which he wishes 

to report to you all, which he duly has on 

pages 2 and 4. We wish him well for the 

future. 

 

Although I have filled the journal this time 

it was a bit of a struggle, and I have used 

up all my reserves to do so. This means 

that, for the first time during my stint as 

editor I have nothing to carry over to the 

next issue. So I hope that once the 

Christmas celebrations are over, and you 

are all warmly cocooned in your homes, 

you will find time to write about that 

amazing story you found or the tricky 

problem you finally solved. 

 

There are several of you who have written 

quite a few articles for me and I am very 

grateful to you for your contributions – but 

I’m sure the rest of  you, especially our 

newer members, have plenty of 

interesting stories too – so I would love to 

hear from you. As usual, we have quite a 

varied mix of items in this issue, including 

one from Pat Holmes, who has written 

about the forthcoming society trips she 

has organised, to tempt you; Linda Serle’s 

review of the September Fair; and the all 

important list of prize-winners. 

 

We have an extended ‘On the Internet’, as 

Bob has written a separate article on the 

new Bristol Parish Register collection on 

Ancestry. I’m sure we’ll all be looking 

forward to the release of the Non-

Conformist registers sometime after 

Christmas as well. Barbara Lord has added 

an item on the St Michael’s registers which 

covers the March quarter of 1842. Pat 

Lindegaard has written about a Bristol  

victim of the Titanic sinking; Mike Slucutt 

queries our ancestors’ surprising mobility; 

and Clare Hayward has written another of 

her interesting accounts of a  museum, 

after picking up a leaflet – this time the 

British Red Cross Museum. 

 

Gaynor Woolley has added her thoughts 

on the quirks of we family historians; Alan 

has written on the dangers of crinolines;  

and I have followed up an item of John 

Chappell’s from an earlier journal. I have 

had two new contributors: Ann Sanderson, 

who recounted how she solved the 

mystery of her maternal grandmother (her 

mother was adopted) using DNA; and Ann 

Pople, who talks about her haulier and 

coach owning ancestor of Weston-Super-

Mare. 

 

Jane Bambury (5536) 

editor@bafhs.org.uk 

Editorial 

Front Cover Picture: Rownam Ferry and the Bristol Suspension Bridge 

Erratum – Notes from the committee in the last issue were for the July meeting not September.  
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Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting 

To be held on Monday 13th January 2020 

at BAWA Club, 589 Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol, BS34 7RG at 7:30pm. 
 

AGENDA 

Please note that only BAFHS members are permitted to vote at the Extraordinary 

General Meeting 
 

1. Revision of membership fees. 

The current membership fees came into effect on 1st April 2014 and, from time to time, 

the Committee has reviewed the fees to ensure that they are sustainable and set at an 

appropriate level. Owing to the continuously increasing printing and postage costs, the 

Committee has decided to recommend that the membership fees should be increased 

in accordance with the following proposal: 
 

In accordance with Clauses 5(f) and 8(b) of the Constitution, it is proposed that with 

effect from 1st April 2020, the following revised membership fees should apply: 
 

Full Membership £16-00 per year (increased from £14-00). 

Family Membership £17-00 per year (increased from £15-00). 

Concessionary Membership £14-00 per year (increased from £12-00). 

Overseas Membership £18-00 per year (increased from £15-00). 
 

This proposal was approved by the Committee on 7th October 2019. 

Chairman’s Notes from the Committee 

September and October 

Geoff Gardiner reported that he and Linda 

Serle had completed the cross checking of 

the Handbook and that printed copies 

would be produced for the Secretary, 

Research Room and the Bath and Sodbury 

Vale groups. 

 

It was agreed to replace the three old 

council-owned computers in the Research 

room with new BAFHS-owned ones. 

 

The problem of finding volunteers to fill 

the various roles was discussed and 

especially the problems facing the Bath 

and Sodbury Vales groups in finding 

members to fill their committees. 

 

Other topics discussed were the proposed 

new website and the cost of the printing 

and postage of the quarterly Journal  

 

The Secretary is to provisionally book a 

date at BAWA for the 2021 fair. 

 

Membership fees were discussed and the 

Committee voted to raise the fees from 

April 2020 - see notice below. 
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***        SOCIETY OUTINGS        *** 
 

Bosworth Field, Leicester Cathedral 

 & Richard III Memorial Centre 
 

Thursday 21ST May 2020 
 

Pick up at Chipping Sodbury at 7.10 a.m. 

Pick up at BAWA at 8.45 a.m. 
Free Car Parking at both venues 

 

 

National Archives and/or Kew Gardens 
 

Thursday, 26th March 2020 
 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES 
 

Pick up at BAWA at 8.45 a.m. 

Pick up at Chipping Sodbury at 9.00 a.m. 
Free Car Parking at both venues 

 

 

Seats for both trips must be reserved, payment of £20 (coach 

seat only) per person payable on bookings. 
 

For full details please contact:   Patricia Holmes   

email: outings@bafhs.org.uk 

  phone: 0117 956 1881 
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This turned out to be yet another great 

success for BAFHS. We had over 300 

visitors with 150 arriving in the first hour. 

We attracted 35 Exhibitors with 100 tables 

over two rooms and the atmosphere was 

buzzing all day up to closing time. 

 

We facilitated nine free talks covering 

Suffragettes, The Windrush generation, 

Irish Ancestors, Canadian Ancestors, 

identifying military uniforms and badges, 

as well as a Beginners’ Guide, searching 

other resources which are not on the 

internet, and an update on the Know Your 

Place mapping project in the West of 

England. 

 

Publicity this year included mailshots with 

posters and flyers to all libraries in ‘our 

area’, information posted with the 

Federation and SWAG member societies’ 

websites, three separate articles in the 

Bristol Post in the run-up weeks, a press 

release which was published by 

periodicals throughout the area and lastly 

an interview spot on Radio Bristol on the 

morning of the Fair. 

 

The second-hand bookstall was a great 

success, and our sales team worked 

tirelessly selling family history 

consumables including our new 

Apprenticeship CD which is now also 

available through our Website. 

 

We also made available the Sodbury Vale 

Group’s ‘Blue Books’ which contain a 

wealth of information about the parishes 

in the area. 

 

A survey of Exhibitors showed satisfaction 

in the organization of the event, venue 

and visitor numbers and an intention to 

return in 2021. They also said how friendly 

and helpful BAFHS volunteers were, who 

once again stepped up to the mark to 

ensure that Exhibitors were happy and 

that visitors had an enjoyable and 

interesting day. Visitors also expressed a 

general satisfaction with the facilities on 

offer during the day comparing us to be 

‘better than’ the UWE fair in June. 

Feedback from volunteers showed that 

they also enjoyed the day and felt that 

they were able to make a difference to the 

visitor experience. As you can see from the 

selection of photos on the back cover, 

people were having a great time. 

 

We had eight computer stations where 

visitors could seek advice from our 

members who had access to Ancestry, 

FMP, Deceased On-line and British 

Newspapers as well as BAFHS indexes plus 

members’ personal knowledge of 

researching family history. 

 

We were fortunate in being able to 

provide a free prize draw, with prizes 

donated from various commercial 

companies. The draw was completed at 

the Research Room and the complete list 

of winners and prizes is on the opposite 

page. 

BAFHS Family History Fair 2019 
Linda Searle (5598)  
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Finally, I would like to express my sincere 

thanks to everyone for the enormous 

effort you all put in to making the fair the 

success it was, both volunteers and 

visitors. I hope you enjoyed it. I know I did. 

We have made a provisional booking at 

the same venue for 25 September 2021. 

Please keep this free and if you are able to 

help then all the better. 

***** 

 

Bristol & Avon FHS Fair 2019  PRIZE DRAW WINNERS 
 

1. Annual Subscription to Ancestry UK:-                

  Janet Wilson  

2. Annual Subscriptions to ‘My Heritage’:-               

  Ann Nash, Derek Whitchurch and P Harmsworth.  

3. DNA kits provided by ‘My Heritage’:-                

  Kate Lapham, Cathy Boynton and Teresa Palmer. 

4. Annual Subscription to Family Historian:-              

  Graham Ball.  

5. Annual Subscription to WhoDoYouThinkYouAre? Magazine:-      

  Alan Garland.   

6. Annual Subscription to Family Tree Magazine:-            

  Celia Sim.  

7. Various Books donated by Pen & Sword Books and Amberley Books:-  

  Glynis Evans, Margaret Jacobs, Mike Palmer, Susan Benson, Frank  

  Thompson and George Brown 

All entry forms have been shredded and no details from them have been retained by the Society. 

 Key to Pictures on Back Cover. All pictures © Patricia Holmes 

Wiltshire FHS 

Book Stall 

Computer Help Desks 

Some  of the 100 Exhibitors John Crew on the Membership Desk 

Graham Brandy with Military Paraphernalia 

Computer Help Desks 

Purchasing books 

Steven Williams and Colin Chapman (President) 

Adrian Stone (Windrush Speaker) and Linda Serle 
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Research Room News  
Bob Lawrence (2922) 

Bristol Open Doors Day on 14th September 

at the Research Room was a great success 

and we were busy all day. It was 

interesting to meet a wider range of 

people than our usual visitors, and to 

answer different sorts of questions. 

 

Belinda Pascal, long-time stalwart of our 

Saturday morning sessions, is moving 

away from Bristol for family reasons, and 

we would like to thank her for all the help 

she has given over the years, and send her 

our best wishes for the future. Her leaving 

means that we are again looking for 

volunteer helpers. The Research Room is 

never predictable, as we welcome visitors 

from all over the world and help both 

experienced researchers and absolute 

beginners. If you would like to help, please 

contact the Research Room Co-ordinator -

Bob Lawrence, at 

lawrence.chartley@btinternet.com  

or speak to one of our current team of 

helpers.  

 

We are pleased to announce that we have 

now replaced our three oldest and slowest 

PCs with new models. These use Windows 

10 and look and respond the same as the 

three already installed on the other side of 

the room. 

 

Over the Christmas holiday, we shall be 

following the hours of Bristol Archives and 

will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing 

Day and New Years Day. 

New titles in the Research Room: 

 

BLAKE, Paul – “Tracing your insolvent 

ancestors” 

 

Bristol Radical History Group – “Refusing 

to kill: Bristol’s World War I conscientious 

objectors” 

 

HAWKINGS, David – “Records of the 

Hawkings family of Wellington, Somerset 

England and descendants” 

 

HOLLIS, Christine – “Struggle and suffrage 

in Bristol. Women’s lives and the fight for 

equality” 

 

 

VINCENT, Brian & HOLLAND, Raymond – 

“The Butlers & the coal-tar distillery at 

Crew’s Hole” 

 

WALTERS, Penny – “Ethical dilemmas in 

genealogy” 

 

Alan Godfrey Map 

Bristol (SW) & Bedminster 1919 (Old 

Ordnance Survey Maps) 

 

 

***** 

***** 
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BAFHS Research Room 
Bristol Archives, “B” Bond warehouse, Smeaton Road, BS1 6XN. 

 

The Society Research Room is housed in a separate room off the exhibition area at 

Bristol Archives. We are open from 10am-1pm on Wednesday mornings, 1pm-4pm on 

Thursday afternoons and 10am-1pm on the first two Saturdays of each month. We are 

open to everyone, and no pre-booking is needed – just sign in when you arrive. 
 

There are six PCs connected to the internet, and have subscriptions to Ancestry, 

Findmypast, British Newspaper Archive and Forces War Records. We have records on 

microfiche and CD and easy access to all the records published by BAFHS. Our library 

has books on the history of our area, records of local families and individuals, and 

books about family history methods and records.  We also have an extensive 

collection of family trees and transcriptions of local records. The library catalogue and 

the index of family trees can be searched on the BAFHS website at www.bafhs.org.uk.  
 

The Research Room has BAFHS publications and archive material on sale.  
 

Experienced volunteers are on hand to answer your questions and give all kinds of 

help – from how to start researching your family history to rooting out that obscure 

piece of information. They can advise you on the most useful sources and the best 

ways of accessing them. There is a café onsite in the Create Centre, and a drinks 

machine and water dispenser outside our own room. 

Research room volunteer Mike Slucutt and member Steve Gibbs 

use one of the new computers © Bob Lawrence 
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9th September 2019 

Buried like Dogs – Pauper Death and 

Burials in Victorian Eastville 

Speaker: Roger Ball 

Report by: Mike Slucutt 

  

The project started when a group of 

historians looked at a 1905 OS map of 

Eastville Workhouse and discovered that 

next to it was a disused burial ground. The 

location is what is now known as 

Rosemary Green (Journal 159 March 

2015). They discovered that from 1851 to 

1895 around 4,000 people were buried 

there, over 900 being under the age of 10. 

 

Before the Poor Law Amendment Act of 

1834, the poor were buried, if their 

families could not afford to do so, at the 

cost to the local parish. It was customary 

for the poor to be treated with respect in 

death. The middle- classes and rich would 

spend lavish sums on burials by contrast 

and try to outdo one another. 

 

The intention of the Act was to reduce the 

spending on the poor, especially to 

decrease out-relief and make living in a 

workhouse less pleasant than being very 

poor outside. 

 

Eastville Workhouse opened in 1847 and 

for the first four years, the poor who died 

in it and could not be buried by their 

families were returned to their parish for 

the Church to pay for their burial. 

However, in order to save money, the 

Guardians had a piece of land nearby 

(Rosemary Green) consecrated for burial. 

Although the consecration cost £50 they 

could save money by burying the 

deceased inmates themselves. The 

Guardians also intended to disgrace the 

inmates and their families, who could not 

afford the burials themselves. Inmates 

could be made to dig the graves and act as 

bearers. 

Children who died before they were 

baptised and so could not be buried in 

consecrated ground, were buried outside, 

‘under the wall’. The plot of land soon 

News from Members’ Meetings and Events 

Bristol Meetings: British Aerospace Welfare Association (BAWA) Leisure Centre, 
    589 Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol BS34 7RG 

Rosemary Green Memorial 
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filled up and more was consecrated in 

1861 and 1868. After 1871, unwilling to 

pay for more consecrations, they started 

to share graves, use stacking and packing 

and burying bodies under the footpaths. 

Some graves were up to 15 feet deep.  

 

After 1871 many bodies were sold to 

medical schools for £10 each. The total 

labour of the workhouse only generated 

£250 per year, so this was a major source 

of income. After 1895 bodies were buried 

at Ridgeway Park in Fishponds and 

Greenbank cemeteries. 

 

In 2015 the Bristol Radical History Society 

started to catalogue those that were 

buried at Rosemary Green and produce a 

database bit.ly/BAFHS227. Using the death 

records of the workhouse, now at Bristol 

Archives, they discovered that 118 bodies 

were given to the medical school. In 2015 

they raised the funds for and placed a 

memorial on the site (opposite page). 

 

A few years later the Group discovered, 

that when the workhouse buildings were 

demolished in 1972 a JCB was used to 

clear the old burial ground of bodies. This  

act was overseen by the Church as the 

ground was still consecrated. More 

research found that the remains of these 

bodies, thousands of them, according to 

somebody involved in the operation, were 

reburied at Avon View cemetery. Once 

again, the group raised the money and 

placed a memorial at Avon View where 

the reburial took place (above right). 

 

The question was raised at the end of the 

talk, were these people really, ‘Buried like 

Dogs’? Roger Ball 

maintained that 

they were 

treated worse 

and showed 

pictures of pet 

cemeteries 

where animals 

were buried with 

more respect. 

 

Roger’s talk was 

very interesting, 

even though I 

knew about the 

Rosemary Green 

burial site, as it 

filled in a lot of 

the background 

information. 

 

 

 

14th October 2019 

Settlement Orders - the Lives of the Poor 

Speaker: John G Page 

Report by: Mike Slucutt 

 

John started his talk by saying that the 

examples he would give would centre on 

Axbridge because it has a good collection 

of such papers and he has been fortunate 

to be able to study them, but the same 

principles apply throughout the country. 

Since 2006 they have been housed in the 

Somerset Archives in Norton Fitzwarren 

where they have been catalogued and an 

index to them is available at 

swheritage.org.uk/somerset-archives. 

 

He started by outlining how the Poor Law 

Avon View Memorial  
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29th July 2019 

Family History from Bath Newspapers 

Speaker: Anne Buchanan 

Report by: Conrad Eades 

 

Anne Buchanan, Local Studies Librarian at 

the Bath Record Office, returned to the 

Bath Group to outline the various sources 

of family history information contained 

within newspapers using examples from 

worked. First of all, in medieval times the 

Monks would look after travellers and 

later under the Manorial system the poor 

would be helped by the Lords of the 

Manor, but in those days the poor were 

virtually slaves to their lords. 

 

From 1572 Overseers of the Poor were 

appointed in each parish and a 

compulsory parish rate established to pay 

for those on hard times. In 1597 Overseers 

duties were set by one year’s residency for 

relief. 

 

In 1601 a set relief was established for all 

parishes and the poor were to be set to 

work. Three classes were established. 

 

 Able bodied 

 Impotent poor (by means of age, 

decrepit, lame, blind etc.) 

 Those unwilling to work 

 

People receiving poor relief had to wear a 

letter ‘P’ on their clothes. 

 

By 1662 in order to be able to claim poor 

relief one had to either; 

 

 Rent property for more than £10 p.a. 

 Have lived in the parish for more than 

40 days 

 Have an indemnity certificate 

 Serve in the parish 

 Be an apprentice or 

 Be in service for one year or more in the 

parish and paid annually. 

 

The administration of the Poor Laws gave 

rise to numerous documents which are of 

use to family historians, if they survived. 

Such examples are: 

 

 Refusal to pay the parish rate 

 Removal certificates (ordering the 

claimant to return to their original 

parish) 

 Examinations, a session whereby the 

claimant was asked to substantiate their 

claim 

 Summons to make the claimant appear 

for an examination 

 Removal orders, to make the claimant 

return to their original parish 

 Certificates if claimant was unable to 

travel back to their parish. 

 

He also mentioned the annual Hiring Fair 

in Axbridge where those out of work could 

try be hired and eventually gain a legal 

settlement in Axbridge. John gave many 

interesting examples from Axbridge to 

illustrate the information that can be 

obtained about the less fortunate of our 

ancestors. 

Bath Meetings:    The Royal Literary & Scientific Institution, 16 Queen Square, Bath,  BA1 2HN 
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the Record Office’s archives as 

illustrations. 

 

The information contained in Bath’s 

newspapers has changed dramatically over 

the years, beginning in 1744 when visitors 

could keep abreast of London’s news 

stories, re-printed in Bath’s only 

newspaper, the Bath Journal (containing 

no local news). With the removal of a tax 

on paper in the mid 19th century the 

number and size of newspapers increased 

ranging from four pages to as many as 

twenty-eight pages; and now they 

contained local news too! 

 

However, by the end of World War II only 

the daily and weekly versions of the Bath 

Chronicle remained, with the weekly 

version ceasing in 1980. Amongst reports 

of interesting local events newspapers 

reported the following information that 

can be of use to the family historian: 

 

Military Service – particularly useful 

during World War I where photographs 

and ranks of local boys going off to war 

were often reported. 

 

Crimes – Bath Police Courts are especially 

good for reporting misdemeanours and 

the resulting sentences, sometimes 

including detailed reports of proceedings. 

 

Weddings – often an excellent source of 

attendees names, photographs, and 

occasionally gifts. 

 

Divorce and Separation – accounts of 

Magistrates’ Courts proceedings are 

often more accessible than court records. 

Death Notices – typically one sentence in 

1760s, to a paragraph or more in 1860s, 

to pithy summaries in 1960s. 

 

Bankruptcies, Wills and House Clearance 

Notices – give a good insight into where 

people lived and the style in which they 

lived. 

 

Awarding of Prizes – accounts of schools 

prize days are very useful as often school 

records no longer exist, and prizes 

awarded at events such as flower shows 

give a personal insight into an ancestor’s 

interests and pastimes. 

 

Online sources of newspapers include 

British Newspaper Archive (chargeable 

and only limited sources of Bath 

newspapers), National Library of Wales 

(free), and Wikipedia (contains a list of 

newspaper archives). 

 

An interesting and detailed talk from Anne 

with many helpful avenues to explore for 

those wishing to obtain personal details 

and corroborate facts with the aid of 

information contained in newspapers. 

Visitors are welcome to access Bath 

newspapers held at the Bath Record 

Office’s archives www.batharchives.co.uk .  

 

 

30th September 2019 

Know Your Place 

Speaker: Peter Insole 

Report by: Sue Harrison 

 

Peter is the Principal Historic Environment 

Officer at Bristol City Council and Research 

Associate at the University of Bristol.  
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During 2010-2011 he managed the English 

Heritage funded project to create ‘Know 

Your Place’ (his brain child)  – a digital 

heritage mapping resource to enable 

researchers to explore their 

neighbourhoods; it won awards including 

the Heritage Angel Award in 2018. It has 

now expanded from Bristol to the 

surrounding counties of Bath & North East 

Somerset, North Somerset, Somerset, 

South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, 

Wiltshire and Devon, being managed in 

each county by a dedicated individual. 

 

The first level of information required for 

Know Your Place was the historic base 

maps. The maps available (there are some 

gaps) cover the period 1746-2017 for 

Bristol and from 1610-2017 for Bath, and 

were sourced from a number of suppliers 

including the British Library, regional 

record archives, and county councils. Peter 

demonstrated how any two maps could be 

compared side by side or superimposed 

one over the other; one example showed 

Bristol city before and after the blitz.  

Further layers of information from the list 

of collections included can be added to 

the maps, e.g. blue plaques show on the 

map as blue circles; listed buildings are 

coloured yellow; clicking on these can lead 

to more detailed information/

photographs. 

 

Peter explained that Know Your Place 

http://www.kypwest.org.uk is free to use 

and anyone can add to the map; he 

showed some examples of community 

contributions which show as green 

diamonds on the map. This was a 

fascinating talk from Peter, with 

considerable helpful detail on how to use 

the site, which should be a useful resource  

to anyone with a family history interest in 

the West Country.  

***         Recent CD/ pdf Releases           *** 
 

The Society recently launched a new CD, to add to its collection:- 
 

‘Bristol Apprenticeship Books Volumes 1(a) to 1(n) 1532-1724’ 
 

It contains around 41,000 records of Apprentices, their Fathers and his Trade and 

Abode, and their Masters and his Trade, all fully indexed and transcribed. 

These Books are closely linked to the Burgess Books (also available as a CD). 
 

An earlier release you may have missed but only available as a pdf download:- 
 

‘Bunhill Fields (Redcross Street, Bristol) Burial Ground Registers 1805-1880’ 

It contains around 7600 records  and there is evidence that it was administered by 

Congregationalists during the period covered. 
 

More information about these releases on our website. 

They are available to buy from our website at £9 for the CD or £7 as a pdf download. 

The CD can also be purchased at our Research Room and at Bristol meetings. 
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Future Programme of the Society 
Non-members are welcome to attend 

 

BRISTOL       Meetings are at 7.30pm 
          British Aerospace Welfare Association (BAWA) Leisure Centre 
          589 Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol  BS34 7RG 

Monday 9th December Communicating Christmas 
A film 

John Penny 

Monday 13th January  Two Penn’orth of Poison – a true 
story of a Murder in S Glos 

Penny Deverill 

Monday 10th February History of Blind Schools in Bristol Veronica Bowerman 

Monday  9th March 70th Anniversary of the NHS – Many 
Local Connections 

Clive Burlton 

Wednesday 11th December It’s beginning to look like Christmas Mike Britton 

Wednesday  9th January Exercise Tiger – Slapton Sands 
Disaster 

Paul Barnett 

Wednesday  12th February Sex, Drugs and Rock & roll – A Look 
back at the Sixties 

Mike Britton 

Wednesday  11th March A History of The Weston, Clevedon 
& Portishead Railway 

Paul Gregory 

Monday 16th December Tudor Christmas Cherry Hubbard 

Monday 20th January A Criminal Family from Frome & 
Bath 

Bob Lawrence 

Monday 24th February In Sickness and in Health – Hospital 
Records & Genealogy 

Richard Meunier 

Monday 30th March Bath Quays Excavation Cai Mason 

SODBURY VALE    Meetings are at 7.30pm 
          St Nicholas Family Centre Chargrove, Yate  BS37 4LG 

BATH       Meetings are at 7.30pm 
         The Bath Royal Literary & Scientific Institution (BRLSI) 
         16-18 Queen Square, Bath,  BA1 2HN 

Please check on www.bafhs.org.uk/events for any late changes 
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This is a shorter article than usual, 

because some of the time and space has 

been taken up with a separate review and 

commentary of the Bristol parish registers 

which are now on Ancestry (see page 18). 

 

In the last issue, I mentioned the 

reduction in price of copies of wills after 

1858 from £10 to £1.50. Unsurprisingly, 

this has resulted in a considerable backlog 

in the supply of requests, and, although 

this is now said to 

be easing, I am still 

waiting after three 

weeks for wills I 

have ordered. The 

acknowledgement 

said the order 

would be supplied 

within ten days. 

 

If you have 

ordered wills online from the Probate 

Office previously, you may notice that the 

website at bit.ly/BAFHS199 has been 

redesigned, and that the procedure for 

wills probated before 1996 is slightly 

different. Having found the entry in the 

index, you place an order and choose a 

probate registry from a drop-down menu. 

In some cases, there will be a hand-

written number against the entry, and this 

should be put in the box marked “Folio 

number”. No, I don’t know what it means. 

 

In the last issue, I suggested that the index 

on Ancestry www.ancestry.co.uk, which 

covers the wills for the period 1858-1995 

was the most convenient to use. That has 

now changed, as www.findmypast.co.uk 

now has an index which covers 1960 to 

2019. This therefore includes the post-

1995 wills, which were recorded using a 

computer system. It is very simple to use, 

and the results of a search are presented 

in the usual Findmypast way (see below). 

It is easy to specify the date range you 

want to search. However, you cannot at 

present access this data using the “Wills & 

probate” option within the birth, marriage 

and death section. You need to select the 

specific dataset within “A-Z of datasets”, 

and there is a separate index for the 

period 1858 to 1959. I should remind you 

again that the probate registry used has 

no relevance to the usual address or place 

of death of the deceased. It was the place 

most convenient for the executors. 

 

Another website that has had a bit of a 

redesign is the GRO site www.gro.gov.uk. 

The functionality of the site is little 

changed, but you may notice a brighter 

On the Internet 
Bob Lawrence (2922) 
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look, and more helpful wording and 

layout. 

 

As the focus of many people’s research 

moves from the first to the second world 

war, so more data is being made available, 

and the following may be found useful in 

specific circumstances. The International 

Bomber Command Centre is just outside 

Lincoln and commemorates those who 

served in Bomber Command in the Second 

World War. It has exhibitions and events, 

but for the family historian who cannot 

get to the centre there is also an online 

database at https://internationalbcc.co.uk/ 

of the 57,861 who lost their lives. This 

database contains much detail of how the 

losses occurred (see above).  

 

Those who worked at Bletchley Park were 

sworn to secrecy. Many did not 

know what their friends and 

workmates there actually did, 

and they died without revealing 

their secrets. Fortunately, 

details of those (see left) who 

worked both there and at other 

stations now appear on the 

Bletchley Park Roll of Honour, 

which can be found at bit.ly/

BAFHS230. 

 

Children (and families) of Far East 

Prisoners of War (COFEPOW) was set up 

over 20 years ago by the daughter of a 

British soldier who died in Burma 

(Myanmar) in 1943, and can be found at 

https://www.cofepow.org.uk. It contains 

lists of casualties, together with lots of 

letters and personal documents and 

information. However, access of some 

areas requires membership, and payment 

of a subscription. 

 

Findmypast www.findmypast.co.uk has 

various lists of British casualties from 

specific wars such as the Crimean War and 

the Korean War, 

and also has a 

dataset of over 3½ 

million prisoners 

of war from 1715 

to 1945. I was 

looking recently 

for information on 

a man buried in 

Frenchay churchyard whose memorial 

stated that he fought in the Burma 

campaign. A breakthrough came when a 

relative revealed the existence of an 

envelope which had his regimental 
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number, and the pass certificate for a 

course which showed he had been in the 

Wiltshire Regiment. This reminded me of a 

website called The Wardrobe, which has 

the history of the Wiltshire Regiment. It is 

at http://thewardrobe.org.uk/. 

 

The Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum is 

located in Gloucester’s Historic Docks and 

has a website at www.soldiersofglos.com/

while I recently received a flyer for the 

Mercian Regiment Museum at Worcester, 

whose site is at bit.ly/BAFHS231. 

The Somerset situation is slightly different, 

in that the Somerset Military Museum is 

housed within the Museum of Somerset at 

the Castle in Taunton, while the 

regimental archives of the Somerset Light 

Infantry, as well as some North and West 

Somerset Yeomanry records, are held at 

the Somerset Heritage Centre, also at 

Taunton, but on the outskirts. Details of 

both are at https://swheritage.org.uk/. 

Details of the military exhibition can be 

found by selecting “The Museum of 

Somerset”, and then “explore”. 

This article is also available on the Society website at www.bafhs.org.uk 

where it has working hyperlinks. 

A few years ago while indexing marriages 

for the Bristol Register Office, I wanted to 

check details of a marriage in the first 

quarter of 1842 against the details on 

FreeBMD for spelling. The marriage had 

taken place in of the parish of St Michael 

the Archangel on the Mount Without, but 

I was unable to find it and I discovered 

that the marriages for that parish, for the 

first quarter of 1842 (January to March 

inclusive) are missing from both FreeBMD 

and the main GRO Indexes. 

 

Bob Lawrence at the time mentioned this 

in our BAFHS Journal for me, but anyone 

searching FreeBMD and the GRO indices 

since then may have been unable to find 

the marriage they were searching for. 

 

However, the Bristol parish records now 

appear in the new index on Ancestry with 

high resolution images to accompany the 

transcription – a welcome addition to our 

armoury for people with local ancestors. 

The details of a marriage as recorded in 

the church register will be identical to 

those recorded on the certificate obtained 

from a Register Office. 

 

This means that any marriage you were 

unable to find for that quarter, if it took 

place at St Michael, will now appear on 

Ancestry. 

 

There is still a fair way to go with the 

indexing, so if there are other volunteers 

who wish to help, you would be very 

welcome. Please contact Geoff Gardiner 

vicechairman@bafhs.org.uk for details. 

 

***** 

Marriages at St Michael the Archangel on the Mount Without 
 

Barbara Lord (1047) 
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The launch by www.ancestry.co.uk of 

Bristol Diocese parish registers is a major 

leap forward for local family historians. 

The registers have been re-transcribed, 

and they are accompanied by images of 

the originals which are of very good 

quality, and much more legible than were 

previously available on microfiche. The 

following notes are based on fairly limited 

experience. I have not searched all types 

of record at all parishes and all periods. 

 

The information recorded in the registers 

varies, sometimes according to the whims 

of the local clergy or churchwarden, and 

there is no guarantee that all events were 

properly recorded, or that individual 

registers have survived. The periods 

covered are baptisms 1538-1918, 

marriages 1538-1935 and burials 1538-

1994, so details of living people are 

excluded. Only Church of England registers 

are currently included; Roman Catholic 

and non-conformist registers will follow 

over the next few months. However, some 

nonconformist events are already included 

on Ancestry because details were 

recorded centrally, and are now in The 

National Archives. 

 

The Church of England registers included 

are for parishes in the Bristol Diocese, and 

church boundaries follow their own rules. 

For example, Yate is in the Bristol Diocese, 

while Chipping Sodbury is in Gloucester 

Diocese. Alveston is included, but not 

Thornbury. Fortunately, parishes in the 

Dioceses of Gloucester and Bath & Wells 

are already similarly available on Ancestry, 

and one can search across the diocesan 

boundaries by using the right search 

terms. 

 

There are three ways of searching these 

records. You can either do a general 

search, while specifying the place where 

you believe the event took place, or you 

can select the exact file that you want to 

search. You can also browse through a 

particular register. 

 

Doing a general search, while specifying a 

geographical area, means that you can 

check both Bristol and neighbouring 

dioceses. This is useful if you are not sure 

where an event may have occurred, or 

there is some ambiguity about the 

boundaries. For example, Emily Vowles 

who was born in Broad Street, Bristol in 

1845, was baptised in Publow, the parish 

her mother came from. Publow is in the 

Somerset parish records on Ancestry. It 

can be the other way around. For some 

births registered in Keynsham registration 

district, the corresponding baptisms took 

place in Brislington in Bristol. There is an 

advantage therefore in not specifying just 

“Bristol”, but expanding the area to 

“County and adjacent counties”. 

 

When you do a search using the general 

search function, you may see many results 

for the same event, and will need to 

decide which to follow further. Some will 

Bristol Parish Registers on Ancestry 
Bob Lawrence (2922) 
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be described as GRO rather than church 

records. Others may have come from 

FamilySearch or a similar source, rather 

than from the most recent index and 

accompanied by an image. Typical results 

are shown to the above. The one to 

choose is the one with the image, and it is 

better to click on the image rather than 

the transcription. Some index entries can 

be misleading. For example, some birth 

dates have been assumed from the age 

and date of death. The actual birth or 

baptism record has not been found. 

If you want to search or browse a 

particular register, go to “Search” 

and then choose “Card Catalogue”. 

At present, if you sort the list by 

“date added”, the Bristol datasets 

come first. Otherwise, search with 

the keyword “Bristol”. There are 

over 5 million Bristol records listed, 

in four different categories. At this point, 

you can either search for a specific record 

in the whole of that particular dataset, or 

you can go further and specify which 

parish and which register you wish to 

browse. You cannot specify a register, and 

then search only that register for the 

name you want. You may be able to 

choose between a parish register and the 

Bishop’s Transcript, and there are also 

sometimes duplicate parish registers, 

which differ in appearance and the 

information they contain. 

An example of an informal duplicate 

baptism record is that of Charlotte James, 

who was baptised on 11th June 1826 at SS 

Philip & Jacob. The image above shows 

that her father was a mason and the 

family lived in The Dings. Meanwhile the 

more legible formal baptism record looks 

like this: 

Note that the two images also contain 

additional details which are seldom found 

in previous transcriptions. One tells us that 

the James family lived in The Dings, while 

the second confirms that they lived in the 

parish where the baptism took place – 

something that is not always the case. 

 

Jane Bambury found a similar occurrence 

with burials at SS Philip & Jacob. She 

looked up Catherine Gordon (spelt 

Catharine in the register) who died late 

December 1840, and 

found the burial twice  

on the 2nd January 1841

(opposite top left).  

 

The first was the regular burial entry,  

and the second was in a duplicate book, 

kept in the earlier pre standard style, 

covering 1832-1854, also kept by the vicar, 
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which included the causes of death (decay 

in this case). Note that Catherine was 

buried in SS Philip & Jacob, and not in the 

parish where she lived. Kingsweston was 

then in Westbury on Trym. 

 

If you browse through the records, you 

may come across 

some unexpected 

entries. For 

example, the 

early 18th century 

Shirehampton 

burial registers 

sometimes 

contain lots of 

details about the deceased, and the 

circumstances of the death, as in the 

example shown below. 

 

At first, I struggled with the words after 

“out of A boat”, but then realised that it 

probably was “In hongrod” which would 

now be written as “Hung Road”, This is a 

bend in the River Avon at Shirehampton 

where ships used to tie up while waiting 

for the tide. So we now know when and 

where poor William drowned, and that he 

was buried at the 

expense of the 

parish on the order 

of the coroner. 

Presumably the 

“riseing” 

mentioned was the fact that drowned 

bodies first sink to the bottom and then 

rise to the surface. 

 

St Nicholas burials for 1765 identify three 

possible places of burial – Back, Crowd 

and Rackhay (below). The first edition 

Ordnance Survey map shows a disused 

graveyard in Charlotte Street where the 

office building named Rackhay now is, and 

another disused burial ground between 

Rackhay and Welsh Back. The location of 

“crowd” is less clear, but it apparently 

referred to the church crypt, according to 

a footnote on page 68 of “Merchants and 

Merchandise in Seventeenth Century 

Bristol” by Patrick McGrath (published by 

Bristol Record Society and available as a 

free download from their website). 
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Interestingly, the 1828 

Ashmead map on 

Knowyourplace shows 

another graveyard on 

the south side of St 

Nicholas church 

between the church 

and Baldwin Street. I 

wonder what that one 

was called? 

 

A final surprise to 

come, so far at least, 

from the publication of 

these registers is the 

position of chapels of 

ease. These were 

secondary churches 

within a parish to 

provide a facility closer 

to where people lived, 

or to make more room 

available for worshippers. Sometimes 

there was a separate register for the 

chapel of ease, and sometimes the one 

parish register included events at both 

locations. In the case of St Mary’s 

Fishponds, originally a chapel of ease 

within Stapleton parish, there are two 

registers, and some events are recorded in 

both. This continued until the Parish of St 

Mary’s was created. There was also 

uncertainty how the situation should be 

handled, as in the case of St 

Anselm’s, Clifton. This was a 

church off Whiteladies Road 

within the parish of St 

John’s, which opened in 

1898 and was destroyed in 

the blitz. At first, they had 

their own register, but then 

received this letter (left): 

 

But this was 

countermanded in 1920 

(below): 

Both notes are inside the register itself. 

These newly indexed Bristol parish 

registers and accompanying images on 

Ancestry therefore offer many new 

opportunities to go back into the city’s 

past, and to learn more about the lives, 

and deaths, of the people who lived there, 

and how events were recorded. The 

improved records will help make our own 

researches more accurate. 
 

As in previous issues of the journal, longer web addresses have been replaced 

with bit.ly codes e.g. bit.ly/BAFHS1. These save space in the journal and are less for you 

to type into your browser. Type this code into the address bar of Google Chrome, 

FireFox, Microsoft Edge, Internet Explorer etc., or your preferred browser,  

 such as Google, Yahoo etc., (NOT into a search engine), 

and the correct page will appear. Where a bit.ly code ends a sentence, a full stop will 

follow, but this is not part of the code.” 
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OUTING TO BOSWORTH FIELD & 

LEICESTER – THURSDAY 21ST MAY 2020 

 

The above outing was announced in the 

June Journal. This is a very interesting 

historical trip and you might feel you know 

all about it through the news media but in 

reality that is nothing compared with 

seeing what has been done to illustrate 

and preserve that history. The cost of 

entry to parts of the exhibitions will be up 

to you and timing will limit certain 

elements but I feel you will certainly have 

missed an enjoyable outing in choosing 

not to climb aboard. It is something that if 

you do not know the area, you won’t drive 

and do it on your own. 

 

The Battle Field is, after all, just a field but 

of interest to people who understand 

historic battles; there is an amazing 

exhibition centre, shop and very good 

restaurant. In Leicester the ‘Richard III 

Museum Centre’ has been created over 

the burial site where his remains were 

found. His new resting place is in a tomb in 

Leicester Cathedral, next door. This is a 

pedestrianised area. Also of interest is the 

600 year old Leicester Guildhall, adjacent 

to the Cathedral. 

 

We will leave BAWA at 7.30 a.m. allowing 

us to get to Bosworth by 11.00 – 11.30 

a.m. We leave Leicester around 4.30 p.m. 

The day will be about as long as previous 

visits to the National Archives – not much 

longer. 

OUTING TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES / KEW 

GARDENS – THURSDAY, 26TH MARCH 2020 

 

This is an opportunity to visit the National 

Archives and look up that vital piece of 

information you might need. Due to the 

increased cost of hiring a coach to London 

this outing has been arranged in 

conjunction with an outing to Kew 

Gardens run by the coach company. This is 

a situation we might not be able to 

arrange again, unless more members than 

we have been having of late wish to visit 

the Archives. So do take advantage of the 

cheaper seat. 

 

Remember the Archives have a large 

material holding some of which they have 

not as yet given over to their partners – 

Find My Past & Ancestry. 

 

A lot of original material is on the second 

floor for which you will need a Reader’s 

Ticket. If you know that is the area you 

want to go to, don’t forget to take two 

proofs of identity for the required Ticket. 

These are a driving licence/passport and a 

utility bill/driving licence with photo. 

 

Looking at original documents is 

something else and following the handling 

rules is very important. 

 

If members for, a change, wish to visit Kew 

Gardens, please be aware that the entry 

price is extra to the cost of the coach seat. 

Society Outings 
Patricia Holmes (3411) 
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One hundred and seven years ago 

on 14th April 1912, the White Star 

liner “RMS Titanic” struck an 

iceberg in the middle of the 

Atlantic. Within hours she sank to 

the bottom of the ocean. Of 2,200 

passengers, only about 700 

survived. Most of the crew, officers, 

seamen, firemen, trimmers, 

engineers, stewards, cooks, waiters, 

bakers, and famously, the ship’s 

orchestra, all perished. 

 

The Rev Robert J. BATEMAN of 

Jacksonville, USA stood on deck as his 

sister-in-law Mrs Ada BALLS entered a 

lifeboat. “If I don’t see you again in this 

World” he called to her, “I will in the next.” 

Then, as the boat jerked down into the 

sea, he took off his necktie and tossed it to 

Ada as a keepsake. 

 

Ada survived. Robert did not. Though he 

had made his home in the USA, he was 

once ‘one of ours’. In the census of 1881 

he is listed at Oldbury Court Road, 

Stapleton with his parents: 

 

Charles Bateman, head, married, cabinet 

maker, aged 58, b. Mangotsfield 

Hester Bateman, wife, also 58, 

b.Mangotsfield 

Robert James Bateman, son, married, 

aged 21, ‘Evangelist (Missionary)’, 

b.Bristol 

Emily Jane Bateman, daughter, married, 

also aged 21, b. London 

Lilian Emily Bateman, daughter, aged 11 

weeks, b. Stapleton. 

 

Though Emily Jane is recorded as 

‘daughter’ rather than daughter-in-law, 

she is Robert’s wife, Emily, née HALL, and 

Lilian is their baby daughter. The little girl, 

also recorded elsewhere as ‘Laura’, sadly 

died before her third birthday. Robert and 

Emily had two other children born in 

England, Ernest and Daisy, before they 

migrated to Toronto, Canada where their 

next daughter, Mabel, was born in 1890. 

They subsequently moved to the USA 

where they had three more children. They 

are recorded variously at Jacksonville, 

Florida, Baltimore, Maryland and St Louis, 

Missouri. Throughout this peripatetic life 

Robert is always recorded as a Minister, 

but also followed his occupation as a 

stonemason, being involved in works at 

Key West, Florida and St Louis. 

 

A Bristol Man aboard the Titanic 
D. P. Lindegaard (113) 

RMS Titanic departing Southampton 

by F.G.O Stuart  (1843-1923) 
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In 1912 he had returned to England to see 

his family and when the time came to 

depart he persuaded his widowed sister-in

-law Ada to accompany him. They boarded 

the Titanic at Southampton on 10th April 

1912 with second class tickets 1166 and 

28551 at a cost of £12.10s.0d and £13 

respectively. 

 

On the night of the disaster, they had 

organised a prayer meeting at which half a 

dozen people prayed and sang hymns (a 

rather different affair from the rollicking 

lower-deck party portrayed in the most 

recent Oscar-winning film!) and then 

retired quietly to bed. Mrs Balls was 

suddenly awakened by her cabin-mate, 

Mrs JERWAN, who told her there had 

been an accident. No whit alarmed (the 

ship was ‘unsinkable’ after all!) Ada turned 

over and went back to sleep. She was only 

aroused from her torpor when Robert 

appeared, demanding urgently that she 

accompany him up on deck. 

 

Robert’s body, clad in black frock-coat and 

trousers was recovered by the vessel 

“Mackay-Bennett”. His personal effects 

included a gold watch, a masonic charm, 

glasses, a knife, a fountain pen, a pipe 

lighter, gold studs and cuff links, and just 

under £5 in coins, including sovereigns. He 

was brought home to his family and was 

interred at Evergreen Cemetery, 

Jacksonville. 

 

Robert was remembered in Bristol at a 

Memorial Service held at the Evangel 

Mission Hall, Two Mile Hill, Kingswood, 

which was conducted by ‘his former 

companion’ Mr J.H. COZENS. The service 

began with his favourite hymn ‘Tell me the 

Old, Old Story’ then the band played ‘Lead 

Kindly Light’. Prayers were offered by Mr 

G.S. SMITH and the address was given by 

Mr R.S. BENNETT of Staple Hill with solos 

by Mr W. BURBEY. The mourners included 

Mrs C. Bateman and daughters, 

(presumably his mother and sisters), Mr & 

Mrs LOVELL, Mr & Mrs LONG, Mr & Mrs 

KYGHT, Mr & Mrs SMITH,  Mr & Mrs 

JEFFERIES & Mrs BALL. 

 

I suspect many others who are getting on 

in years have a ‘bucket list’. A visit to ‘The 

Titanic Experience’ in Belfast was on mine, 

and was ticked off at the end of last year. I 

can thoroughly recommend it to all, from 

the deafening hammering of the 

shipbuilders to the fantastic holograms – 

which included one of two ladies in a 

double cabin – from which Ada Balls and 

Mrs Jerwan came readily to life before my 

eyes! On the quay beside the exhibition is 

moored the tender “SS Nomadic”, by 

which passengers were ferried from the 

dock to the ship. Sign in and if the lady on 

the door notices you come from Bristol 

you are sure to get an enormous Irish 

welcome with much hand-shaking, even a 

hug, and excited talk about ‘our sister in 

kind’, “SS Great Britain”!   

 

Sources: 

 
‘Encyclopaedia Titanica’ website for victims and 

survivors. 

‘A Night to Remember’ by Walter Lord on which 

the previous “Titanic” film was  based. 

Western Daily Press 1st May 1912 

 

***** 
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Richard SLUCOCK (possibly my 

6*great-grandfather, but still 

unproven) was baptised in West 

Quantoxhead, west Somerset in 

1651. He was the son of John and 

Margery SLOCOCK (the spelling 

often changes). The surname 

is uncommon but there is a little 

cluster of them in west Somerset 

from the middle of the sixteenth to 

the early nineteenth century. Many 

relationships can be found between 

them, but not all. 

 

John and Margery had three sons, 

to carry the name on, John born sometime 

before 1653, James baptised in 1647 and 

Richard. John’s family stayed in West 

Quantoxhead, James’s family lived in 

Watchet and Richard’s in Stogursey all 

within about 10 miles of one another. 

 

Richard appears to have had three wives: 

Elinor HOLCOMBE (m. 1676 in Watchet) 

about whom nothing more is known so it 

is assumed she died shortly afterwards; 

Elizabeth COGGAN (m. 1677 in Dunster); 

and Jane CHAMBERS. Elizabeth gave 

Richard three children but died in 1683 

and was buried in Carhampton. 

 

The parish register entry of Richard and 

Jane’s marriage has not been found but in 

a book published by the Gloucestershire 

Archaeological Society, ‘Marriage 

allegations in the Diocese of Gloucester. 

Vol. II, 1681-1700’ is the following entry: 

1684, July 19. Richard Slucock, 

Stowgursey, Som., 32 W[idower] and 

Jane Chambers, Horseley, 26: Bdm 

[bondsman] Gyles Chambers, Horseley. 

 

The first question is how they met when 

Stogursey and Horsley are nearly 70 miles 

apart!! One might think and assume it was 

a one-off random encounter as Richard 

perhaps travelled to Gloucestershire. In 

leases of property to be found in the 

Somerset Archives, Richard was named as 

a clothier in 1683 and 1691 and a yeoman 

in 1691, 1698 and 1703. From these it is 

not obvious that he needed to travel. 

 

Jane gave Richard eleven more children 

between 1685 and 1706. The mystery 

deepens because in 1715 their daughter 

Alice married William ASHMAN in Horsley 

and their son Joseph married Mary 

PHILLIPS two years later, six miles down 

The Seventeenth Century Expressway 
Mike Slucutt (1720) 

Stogursey 

Horsley 

Bristol 
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the road in Dursley. Presumably for two of 

Richard’s children to meet their spouses in 

that part of Gloucestershire, travelling 

between there and Stogursey was a 

regular occurrence.  But in the 

seventeenth century? 

 

That part of Gloucestershire had a thriving 

superfine broadcloth industry in the 

seventeenth century1. The industry 

required fine wool and imported much of 

it from Spain in the eighteenth century 

because cross-breeding of sheep in the 

Cotswold had resulted in a coarse fleece. I 

can find no reference for fleeces coming 

from Somerset, but wonder if broadcloths’ 

higher quality attracted wool from further 

afield for higher prices. This is just my 

speculation and it may be that Somerset 

wool was transported by boat out of 

Watchet and up the Bristol Channel to the 

Stroud valley weavers. 

 

If anyone else has any idea how this 

Somerset and Gloucestershire connection 

could be maintained for 30 years I would 

be pleased to hear from you. 

 

mike.slucutt@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Sources 
 
1 A History of Bristol & Gloucestershire by Brian S 
Smith and Elizabeth Ralph 3rd Edition 1996  

 

Family History Fairs, Events and Courses for 2020 
 

The Society hopes to be represented at some of these events. This is an interesting and 

important area of activity for the Society. If you think you can help, especially if you live 

near any of the venues, please contact opendays@bafhs.org.uk.  
 

The Family History Show, South West 

Saturday 8th February 2020 

UWE Exhibition and Conference Centre, Bristol 
 

Dorset FHS Family History Day 

Saturday 21st March 2020 

Details tba 
 

Family Tree Live 

Friday - Saturday 17th - 18th April 2020 

Alexandra Palace, London N22 7AY 
 

 

For a full list of Genealogical events, go to Geneva.weald.org.uk 

For local history and family history visit www.alha.org.uk/events.html 
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My mother was born in July 1921 and 

brought up in Delabole in North Cornwall. 

She didn't know that she was adopted 

until after she was married when she 

found some remnants of burnt paperwork 

in the grate that her mother had been 

burning. This would have been after 1955 

when my grandmother Annie BURNARD 

came to live with us following the death of 

her husband William. My mother was not 

unduly concerned by this discovery and 

did not ask her mother about it for fear of 

upsetting her. She had never seen her 

birth certificate despite being called up for 

war work and getting married in 1949. 

 

Some years later when I was in my 20s the 

fact that she was adopted came up 

casually in a conversation with her. I was 

astounded because a) she hadn't told us 

before, b) she hadn't questioned her 

mother or any older relatives and c) she 

wasn't particularly interested. I was! All of 

a sudden I had 'lost grandparents'. 

 

I was already interested in tracing my tree 

and I started with my father's side as I 

knew my grand-parents and my aunts and 

uncles on his side. The downside was that 

they all came from Scotland and Ireland 

and these were the days before the 

Internet made searching easy. I did have a 

holiday in Ireland and searched for my 

grandparent's marriage at the Record 

Office in Dublin, which took place in 188I 

in Dunloy, Co. Antrim. I subsequently 

made progress with census records on 

microfilm and mirofiche in the Record 

Office in Edinburgh but it was hard work 

and I made slow progress. 

 

However, with the advent of the Internet 

and the growth in interest in genealogy I 

was able to complete my father's line, as 

far as records allow, all of which ended in 

county Antrim and Longford in Ireland. 

That they were all Irish wasn't surprising 

as my paternal grandparents were both 

called CASEY (no relation) when they 

married in the Roman Catholic church in 

Larkhall, Lanarkshire. Both families at 

various times had made their way to 

Scotland and settled in the southern 

coalfields where the men were all miners. 

 

Having exhausted the Irish connection I 

returned to my mother's side. I had 

ordered a copy of her birth certificate 

from Somerset House where the record 

indexes were and found the she was born 

in Chester to Mabel Mary TAYLOR in 1921. 

However, I could find no-one of that name 

living in that area in the 1911 census. I was 

not surprised as there was no father on 

my mother's birth certificate so Mabel was 

probably sent away from home to give 

birth. The birth and home address on the 

certificate yielded nothing of importance. I 

then was resigned to wait until the 1921 

census was published. I did get side-

tracked  by a Mabel Marie Taylor from 

Stoke on Trent and did some checking 

A Lost Grandmother Found 
Well, maybe not lost exactly, more like unknown... 

Ann Sanderson  (6862) 
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including being sent some photos by a 

descendent whom I found on the Ancestry 

website, but I could see no likeness. 

 

Another fruitless search was in the records 

of children's homes such as they were 

although I had a solicitor's document 

confirming my mother's adoption which 

took place in London 1921 when she was  

four months old. My mother has a scrap of 

paper written to her parents by a friend 

whom they met whilst on holiday, who 

had apparently helped with the adoption 

in some way. The handwritten note says 

'Just come home its (sic) a perfect love  ... 

Brown eyes & dimple chin & sweet little 

nose ... Now its coming Wed not Thurs so 

be there to meet at 4 or soon after' I 

understand that 'it' was coming by train 

and was presumably accompanied! 

 

Some years elapsed and then DNA testing 

appeared! I had a subscription to Ancestry, 

and as my mum was 96 years old I felt I 

needed to get on with it. I didn't do mine 

as I worried that I would not be able to tell 

which side any matches were from. After 

testing my mum some 4-6th cousins 

appeared, the contact with the Mabel 

Marie ancestor had not done her DNA so 

that could not be discounted. One woman 

contacted me from New Zealand and 

asked for details of mum's tree which I 

was unable to give and then a 3rd cousin 

popped up. I immediately emailed but got 

no response but the name PARFITT 

matched some of my New Zealand 

contact's family and she said that he was a 

cousin of hers. She also said that she had 

another relative in New Zealand who had 

been very helpful to her in her research. I 

duly contacted him and again was asked 

for details of my mother's tree which of 

course I could not give. 

 

In the meantime I had gone through all of 

the births on the GRO site for Mabel Mary 

Taylors who would have been between the 

ages of 15 and 40 in 1921 when my mum 

was born. This came to a list of about 20 

and I recorded date and place of birth 

along with the mother's maiden name. 

Then I started to work my way through the 

list eliminating where I could using 

marriages and deaths which reduced the 

list by 5 or 6. In my replies to Roger Parfitt 

in New Zealand, I sent a copy of the list of 

potential grandmothers and BINGO! One 

of the Mabels of the list attracted his 

immediate attention as the mother's 

name was RYDER, one of the families in 

his tree. My grandmother was found. 

 

More information followed and I am now 

working through my mum's maternal side. 

Obviously some of my mother's matches 

will come from the ancestors of the 

unknown father and I may never get to 

identify him but I was very lucky in getting 

a close match on the maternal side. 

 

Mabel was born in Birmingham but her 

other siblings were born in other places 

following their father's career in the prison 

service as a warder. But her father James 

Taylor came from the Plymouth area 

which is a coincidence as my mum was 

brought up in North Cornwall and knew 

the Plymouth area very well as she had 

many 'relatives' in the area. I was 

surprised to find that Mabel was aged 32 

when she gave birth to my mother, I was 
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expecting someone much younger. I 

wonder if she was having an affair with a 

married man and gave up her baby after 

birth. Mabel never married, neither did 

her three sisters, men of the WW1 war era 

were in short supply, and she moved 

around following a career in retail ending 

in Cheltenham where she died aged 88.  

This is another coincidence because my 

mum lived all of her adult life in nearby 

Gloucester and often visited Cheltenham, 

maybe even the handbag shop where 

Mabel was manageress. 

 

I was very interested to come across the 

recent article in the Journal by Robert 

Parfitt which examines the possibility that 

the Parfitts are descended from the 

French Cathars and that many people of 

that name settled in Somerset. My GG 

Grandmother was a Mary Anne Parfitt 

born in 1828 in Stanton Wick so not only 

have I found my grandmother, I now find 

that I have local roots. I was born in 

Gloucester and since leaving college I have 

lived in Bristol. 

 

So now I am setting out on a new voyage 

of discovery into my South Western roots. 

 

anncasey@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

 !!   YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU  !! 
 

CHAIRMAN 
You will have overall responsibility for the day to day management of the Society 

through the Committee and the various post holders 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
This is an opportunity to see how the Society works, and to help make 

the decisions for our future. You need to attend at least six committee meetings. 
 

PROJECTS MANAGER 
You will oversee and co-ordinate Society’s transcription and indexing projects. 

 

TRANSCRIPTION  PROJECT VOLUNTEERS 
We have a variety of projects, you can to help with, working either on site or at home 

 

1. Bristol Register Office BMDs 1837-date (Geoff Gardiner) 

2. Ron Lewin’s collection of Monumental Inscriptions (Julian Baldwin) 

3. 1907 Lloyd George Survey (Peter Newley) 
 

AWAY FAIRS HELPERS 

Help to represent the Society, and budding researchers especially if you live near the 

‘Away Day’ venue. 
 

If you think you may be interested 

please contact secretary@bafhs.org.uk 
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My husband and I were having a 

discussion a while ago about books.  

Downsizing for a proposed house move 

was proving difficult for him. I was trying 

to persuade him to get rid of some of our 

many reference books citing the fact that 

we use the internet a lot more for looking 

things up now. 

 

The fact is that we use both and we use 

them both a lot. We came to the 

realisation a long time ago that the world 

is made up of two sorts of people. Those 

who, having seen something in the paper 

or heard something on the radio or TV, say 

‘I didn’t know that...’ and go look it up; 

and those who don’t. Where on earth is 

that place? How far between those 

places? When was it invented?…Then 

there are those who don’t seem to notice. 

Personally I quite like having a head full of 

useless information. My husband seems to 

like being able to remember all the 

football teams and who played for whom 

and when. We both quite enjoy doing a 

certain Sunday newspaper quiz together.  

It is an array of random general knowledge 

questions that you then have to link up. 

 

Please don’t get me wrong. I don’t claim 

this trait to be an asset or one sort of 

person better than the other. I do, though, 

think most family historians are in the first 

group. A name on a census that hasn’t 

turned up before. Where people were 

between certain dates and why people 

moved at certain times. All little problems 

that just have to be solved. I don’t know 

why some of us have this quirk, we just 

do. Hereditary, taught or genetic? 

 

I do know that it has its problems. This 

thought came into my head when reading 

the March Journal. How easy it is to go off 

at a tangent. Looking into someone else’s 

family history. Getting caught up with a 

place or a house. How many of us have 

spent too much time sorting out some 

distant relative just because we couldn’t 

initially see where they fitted in. Ruth 

Hetch’s article all about someone not 

related to her. All that research just 

because, having started, you have to find 

out more. 

 

While looking for my HOSE family around 

Torpoint, I found another family there. 

They weren’t the Hoses I was looking for 

but they were all there, obviously a close 

family as they moved about between each 

other‘s houses and didn’t go far. So of 

course, I had to plot the family tree. You 

will be glad to know I didn’t spend any 

money on certificates. Just used the info 

on the census. It was probably a complete 

waste of time but the info was there and it 

had to be done. 

 

So a question for you all. Do we become 

family historians because we have the sort 

of brain that has to know the answer or do 

we develop this side of our nature when 

we become family historians? Answers on 

a postcard or “Letters to the Editor”. 

Going off at a Tangent 
Gaynor Woolley (6819) 
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British Red Cross 
Clare Hayward (7284) 

When I attended the Family Tree show at 

Alexandra Palace in London in April 2019, I 

was surprised to find such a huge range of 

stands, covering nearly every topic to do 

with Family History. One such stand which 

caught my eye was the British Red Cross. 

An uncle of my mother’s was involved 

with them during the First World War so I 

went to read their posters and picked up a 

leaflet called “Museum and Archives”. It 

explained that the British Red Cross had 

set up an archive and to date the 

collection comprised over 35,000 archive 

items and 12,000 museum objects all 

relating to their humanitarian work at 

home and abroad since 1870. 

 

The International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement started in 1863 and 

was inspired by a Swiss businessman 

Henry DUNANT. The suffering of 

thousands of men on both sides of the 

Battle of Solferino1 in 1859 upset Dunant. 

Many were left to die due to lack of care 

so he proposed creating national relief 

societies, made up of volunteers, trained 

in peacetime to provide neutral and 

impartial help to relieve suffering in times 

of war. 

 

A committee, which later became the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, 

was established in Geneva and the 

founding charter of the Red Cross was 

drawn up in 1863. Dunant also proposed 

that countries adopt an international 

agreement, which would recognize the 

status of medical services and of the 

wounded on the battlefield. This 

agreement – the original Geneva 

Convention – was adopted in 1864. 

 

After a public meeting was held in London 

on 4th August 1870 a resolution was 

passed: “a National Society be formed in 

this country for aiding sick and wounded 

soldiers in time of war and that the said 

Society be formed upon the rules laid 

down by the Geneva Convention of 1864”. 

 

It was called “The British National Society 

for Aid to the Sick and Wounded in War” 

and was done under the protection of the 

red cross emblem. However in 1905 the 

Society was renamed the “British Red 

Cross” and a permanent structure of local 

Branches, known as Voluntary Aid 

Detachments (VADs) were opened 

throughout the country bringing together 

many skilled volunteers. It was granted its 

first Royal Charter in 1908 by HM King 

Edward VII and Queen Alexandra became 

its president. 

 

Notes 
 
1 The Battle of Solferino on 24 June 1859 resulted in the victory of the allied French Army under 
Napoleon III and Sardinian Army under Victor Emmanuel II against the Austrian Army under Emperor 
Franz Joseph I. 
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The First World War really tested the 

organization, which formed the Joint War 

Organisation with the Order of St John. It 

helped to coordinate the wartime 

activities more efficiently under the 

protection of the Red Cross emblem and 

deal with over 90,000 men and women in 

volunteer and professional roles. Each 

local County detachment trained all of its 

members in first aid as well as hygiene and 

sanitation, which were essentials before 

the use of antibiotics, before moving them 

on to other roles within a “general 

service” section. 

 

As men went off to fight, women VADs  

were supplied in their place, carrying out 

their roles such as dispensers, clerks, 

cooks and storekeepers. By 1919, 11,000 

men had been released for active service 

and replaced by women. Later men who 

were unfit for service due to ill health or 

being wounded also volunteered - there 

were always plenty of jobs. A feeling of 

confidence was inspiring the war weary 

crowds if those in charge wore the 

emblem of the Red Cross. 

 

Of course none of this fantastic work could 

happen without organization from the 

Headquarters of the British Red Cross.  

Huge teams of volunteer Administrators 

were coordinated to run each County and 

then downwards through the extensive 

services offered at home and abroad for 

sick and wounded, prisoners of war and 

civilians needing relief. 

 

Each local branch was encouraged to keep 

up to date service record cards for each 

volunteer and it is these that have recently 

been digitized and are now available to 

search at https://vad.redcross.org.uk 

 

A more local Bristol volunteer was Clara 

BUTT, the superstar singer of the Victorian 

era. She was a legend in her lifetime, 

performing to packed concert halls all over 

the world. During the First World War she 

arranged a number of fund raising 

concerts for service charities, and for this 

was appointed a DBE in the 1920 civilian 

war honours. 

At a concert held at the Albert Hall in May 

1915, before the King and Queen, Dame 

Clara gave a programme of popular and 

patriotic songs, which raised over £7,500. 

 

After spending some time reading through 

the website:  bit.ly/BAFHS229 I noticed the 

section on the First World War. As several 

of my relatives had volunteered I decided 

to find their service cards. Overleaf is my 

grandmother Mrs Rhoda HAMMERTON’S 

card and as you can see she spent 550 

hours making tea. 

Large silk flag on stick: 'Souvenir of the Clara Butt - 

Rumford Concert, Royal Albert Hall, 13 May 1915 in 

aid of BRCS & Order of St John'. © Red Cross 



 

 
B&A FHS Journal No. 178 December 2019 34 

On the same page there 

was a small section entitled 

‘Unidentified Volunteers’.  It 

shows a number of 

photographs taken by 

volunteers and the 

museum would very much 

like to identify the people. 

Each photograph has a 

reference number and 

there is an email address or 

form to complete if you can 

help. There are several in 

particular that I thought 

BAFHS could help with: see 

opposing page. 

 

These photographs were 

part of an archive of 

documents given by Mrs 

Dorothy HARDING (nee 

HANCOCK who joined from 

Cornwall, later working as a 

VAD nurse at Southmead 

Hospital. She appears in 

three of the pictures. 

 

Amongst Dorothy’s papers 

are uncatalogued 

autograph and photograph 

albums but if there is any 

member who may know of 

Dorothy Harding then the 

Red Cross might be very 

interested to hear from 

them.    

 

Do have a look at the web 

site. There is an online 

searchable database of over 

29,000 items in their  

Mrs Rhoda Hammerton, Front of VAD card © Red Cross 

Mrs Dorothy Harding (née Hancock) 

Front and Rear of VAD Card © Red Cross 
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Archives which is 

the national 

repository for 

photographs 

records and objects 

from all over the 

country relating to 

the history of the 

British Red Cross. 

 

The Archives exist 

to collect, preserve 

and make accessible 

the organisation's 

history, however they 

do have a ‘collections 

development policy’. 

If you think that you 

have something which 

might be of interest to 

them then please 

read the policy first 

before contacting 

them. 

***** 

Two QA and two Red 

Cross Nurses & Patients 

at Southmead 

IN4375 © Red Cross 

Dorothy (left) with 

another Red Cross Nurse 

in the sidecar 

IN4376 © Red Cross 

Dorothy relaxing (sitting 

right) with another 

Red Cross Nurse, 

IN4476 © Red Cross 

Dorothy playing cards 

with patients 

IN1337 © Red Cross 
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One of the popular tours at Arno’s Vale 

Cemetery is the Morbid Curiosity Tour. It 

looks at the different ways from which 

some of those buried in the cemetery 

died, what caused their deaths, and 

whether that death would happen today. 

Georgiana Eleanora ASHMEAD, nee 

FRANCIS, died at the very young age of 

twenty-one: she was newly married with a 

baby son and feeling a bit chilly one late 

July evening, so she lit the gas fire. 

 

The date was 1864 and Georgiana was 

wearing a crinoline. When she threw 

down the taper, her skirt caught fire, with 

dreadful consequences. She suffered 

terrible burns to the upper part of her 

body and died some four months later. So 

common were these tragic accidents that 

they became know in the newspapers as 

“Crinoline Deaths”. 

 

I recently ‘googled’ the term and found a 

host of articles on the subject. 

 

The dresses were highly susceptible to 

catching fire with the large quantity of 

light loose weave fabrics used, and wide 

shapes. Tragically from the late 1850s -

1860s, around 3,000 women in England 

alone died in these awful accidents. 

 

There were other dangers too, such as 

getting caught in wheels and machinery, 

and stage performers, such as ballerinas 

were particularly at risk from the lighting 

around the stage. There were copious 

warnings about them, and they were the 

The Dangers of Crinolines 
Alan Bambury (5536)  

Caricature by John Leech (1817-1864) depicting a young woman being dressed for a ball in an 

inflatable crinoline, with a maidservant pumping air to inflate the petticoat, Punch’s Pocket Book 1857 
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subject of many satirical publications. 

Various suggestions were made to deal 

with the problem: the label dangerous 

should be worn on them, there should be 

legislation to ban them, or only older 

more mature ladies should wear them. 

However the most surprising hazard was 

shoplifting, as we can see from the article 

below. 

 

alanbambury@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Illustrated Weekly News, 30th August 1862 
 

 

A Curious Receptacle For Stolen Property – A Wholesale Thief  

 

Middlesex Sessions, August 27th 

(Before Mr PAYNE) 

 

Margaret TOOLE, a well-dressed, but stunted woman, about twenty-five years of age, 

was charged before Mr LEIGH with the following robbery. 

 

Phoebe HOOPER, an assistant to Mr PLUMPTON, a draper in Whitechapel Road, 

said, “About six o’clock on the previous evening this woman and another entered our 

shop, and asked to look at some bonnets. Several were shown to them, but the prisoner 

walked about the shop looking at other articles. Her peculiar manner induced me to 

believe her intoxicated. 

 

Suddenly, when near the street door, she stopped, as I presumed, for the purpose of 

arranging her (the prisoner’s) dress, which was partly raised; but, at that instant, I 

noticed a portion of fringe hanging down and my suspicion was immediately aroused. I 

called for help. She was stopped, and a police-constable took her to the police-station. 

 

On being searched, nine black silk mantles and two coloured silk dresses were found 

beneath he crinoline. They are my employer’s property, and must have been taken by 

her from various parts of our shop. The other woman got away. The value of the articles 

is nearly £7.” 

 

The magistrate asked “Is the woman known?” A police-constable: “Oh, yes, sir! She has 

been at penal servitude for three years, and has “done a twelvemonth since that time.” 

She is a notorious and successful thief. 

 

Mr Leigh: “The prisoner shall go for trial, and let the previous convictions be properly 

proved.” 
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Two years ago, shortly before I took over 

the post of Editor, member John Chappell 

wrote an article entitled “One Thing Leads 

to Another” (December 2017, p 46). 

 

As I read through the story, the names 

WYLD and HOPTON stood out, not I 

hasten to add, because they are names in 

my real family, but because they were 

names in mine and Alan’s ‘Adopted’ 

families i.e. the families we have 

researched at Arno’s Vale. We have 

become quite fond of some of them, and 

find it is like reading about old friends, as 

we come across mentions of them in the 

newspapers of the time. 

 

So to recap briefly the essence of John’s 

article: While clearing out an elderly 

relative’s house, John and his wife came 

across a rather heavy Family Bible which 

appeared to be one of the many 

curiosities collected by her grandfather at 

farm sales. John decided he would try to 

re-unite it with the correct family. Some 

research was carried out and details of the 

family were found. He then made an 

appeal to anyone wishing to claim it, to 

contact him. Amazingly a follow-up letter 

in the September 2018 Journal, explained 

that first, a member in Australia with 

Hopton connections contacted him, and 

collected it while here on a trip. This was 

followed by contact from a member of the 

Wyld family in Bristol, whose great Aunt 

had sent the Bible to a sale by mistake. 

After a flurry of emails, the bible, which 

fortunately had not yet gone to Australia 

with the Hopton relative, was returned to 

them. 

 

The inside leaf of the Bible detailed the 

marriage of John Hopton Wyld (1798-

1875) to Charlotte GIBBS from Bishop’s 

Lydeard, at St Mary Redcliffe on 5th April 

1821, followed by the baptisms of six 

children, John Hopton jnr. 1822; William 

Hopton, 1823; Harriet Gibbs, 1825; 

Charlotte Gibbs, 1827; Mary Jane Kinton, 

1832; and somewhat later, Albert George 

in 1842. Charlotte died aged four years, 

and Mary Jane aged 19 months. John 

Hopton Wyld was a wealthy distiller and 

wine merchant trading from Redcliffe Hill, 

and on retirement he lived in Elgin Park, 

Redland. He and Charlotte are buried at 

Redland Green. He left under £200, while 

Charlotte, who died three years later in 

1878, left £3,000. 

 

The bible appeared to belong to Albert 

George, the third son, as it contained a 

book plate in the back with a family crest 

and his name. John then went on to 

recount a brief story of Albert’s marriage, 

and his illegitimate daughter, Primrose 

Maud Charlotte Wyld, who married an 

Albert William BAKER in 1906, and had 

two children. He finished his article at this 

point, as of course his main aim was to 

restore the bible to its family. 

 

One Thing Leads to Another (Part 2) 
From Bibles to Bicycles 

Jane Bambury (5536)  
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Now all that Alan & I had thus far on this 

family was the eldest son, John Hopton 

Wyld. Alan had come across him while 

researching Charles Thornton JEFFERIES, a 

bookseller of Redcliffe Hill. One of four 

children, Sarah Rebecca Jefferies had 

married J H Wyld. She died on 27th July 

1888 leaving £290 at probate and was 

buried with her family in a brick grave. 

However, John H Wyld, who died shortly 

after on 29th October, was the sole 

occupant of a private earth grave 

purchased by his younger brother Albert. 

John’s estate went to administration, and 

was worth only £29. 

 

As John Chappell had found from the 1851 

census, both J H jnr and William H, were 

living at home, and travelling salesmen, 

both presumably working for their father – 

and I’m sure that those of you who 

watched the father & son (Jack and 

Michael WHITEHALL) episode of WDYTYA 

will remember the temptations that beset 

such workers while staying away from 

home for fairly long periods. 

 

John married Sarah Jefferies at Walcot, 

Bath in 1857, and by 1861 they were at 

Dorset House (which was in the Dorset 

Street area) off North Street, Bedminster, 

living with her father. Sarah remained 

living with her father while in 1871 John 

was boarding in S Wales. In 1881 he was 

living separately off Worrell Road, in 

Clifton. The marriage appeared to have 

broken down. 

 

A check of the GRO birth indexes using the 

mother’s maiden name for this couple, 

showed four babies born and died almost 

immediately between 1860 & 1865. A 

common cause of early infant mortality in 

the Victorian era, especially in the first 

children of a marriage, was when the 

mother might have been in the early 

stages of syphilis which she would have 

caught from her husband and then passed 

to her child in pregnancy; so we could put 

two & two together here with the 

travelling salesman thing. Later children 

are less likely to become infected. 

 

Albert George was also buried at Arno’s 

Vale, and John told us that he had married 

Mary Lane JONES in 1875 – he was 34, and 

she was 45. This marriage though, fared 

no better than his brother’s, nor did it 

appear to produce children. 

 

She was Mary Lane REES to start with and 

in 1852 had married William Jones, a 

house agent, in St Michael in Bath; they 

had two children by 1856. However she is 

neither with her first husband nor her son 

in either 1861 or 1871. The first child, a 

daughter had died at eight months. 

 

As the daughter of a teacher, she turned 

her hand to teaching music until she 

married Albert George Wyld. She was with 

him in 1881, but by 1891, where she gave 

her occupation as a bible woman, he had 

died. I found a reference to ‘bible woman’, 

one of many obscure occupations, on the 

Wakefied FHS website bit.ly/BAFHS232 

under the description of scripture reader. 

She lived in Totterdown in a couple of 

rooms at the time of her death, and left 

£28 according to her probate. She was 

buried with her infant daughter from her 

first marriage. 
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Now John Chappell, as you will recall, was 

keen to find some descendants of Albert, 

so on the off-chance checked for 

marriages for potential offspring and came 

up with a marriage for a Primrose Maud C 

S (Charlotte Smith) Wyld to Alfred William 

BAKER on 1st December in 1906, father’s 

name Albert George, according to Family 

Search. Primrose had died in 1971, and 

the date of birth given was 18th April 1884. 

He then found a Primrose Maud C W 

Smith registered Barton Regis in Jq 1884. 

No mother’s maiden name was given. 

However he could find no record of her 

between her birth and her marriage., he 

did wonder if the name Smith had been 

made up, but thought something more 

original could have been used.  

 

Although Primrose died in Exeter, I found 

that she was buried at the cemetery in 

Albert’s grave. The headstone bore the 

inscription “Also of his beloved daughter, 

Primrose Maud Charlotte Baker”. So when 

I wrote back to John after seeing his 

article, I said “Now, as you suspected, it 

seems that Albert did indeed have an 

illegitimate daughter, but the name Smith 

appears to be OK. The grave for Albert was 

bought by an Alice Maud Smith! However, 

try as I might I have no idea who she is, 

Alice Maud seems nearly as common as 

Smith!” 

 

In fact, two people were named as the 

purchasers, Alice Maud Smith and James 

FOWLES, both of 57 Ashley Road, 

Montpelier, which had also been given as 

Albert George Wyld’s address on his 

death, and where Albert had lived in 1881 

with his wife. There were unusual 

instructions – “To be opened only on the 

Authorisation written of Mr FOWLE or Mrs 

Smith”. Why was this? – were there fears 

that Mary Lane Wyld’s executors would try 

and have her buried in the grave when she 

died? 

 

In the event, the grave must probably have 

been opened without their written 

consent when Primrose died on 30th 

December 1970, some 80 years later! 

 

So, of course I had to try again to find 

Primrose, and also Alice Maud – and who 

was James Fowle(s)? 

 

First I tried the 1891, but Primrose was 

elusive, and, with no idea of birth dates, 

there were too many Alice Maud Smiths 

and James Fowle(s,r)s, so – a flash of 

inspiration – try FindMyPast’s address 

search in the census. Ashley Road duly 

came up, and so I picked a name at 

random. He turned out to live at no. 83. I 

flicked through the pages until I reached 

no. 57 – but it was unoccupied! 

 

I managed to find Primrose in 1901, she 

was in Bristol, transcribed as Premrose E 

W Wyld, niece to William Thomas 

WHETTER & his wife Caroline. A check 

through the marriages soon established 

that Caroline was originally Caroline Smith 

so – we were getting somewhere. Their 

marriage at St George the Martyr om 31st 

December 1871, showed her father’s 

name was guess what? Yes, John Smith! 

Not helpful. He was an upholsterer, and 

her birth place was variously described as 

Greenwich or Hampstead. 
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Luckily, at Administration, when she died 

in 1929, her full name of Caroline Sarah 

was given, and I soon found the 

registration, in Greenwich, in the Jq 1852 

of Caroline Sarah Smith. Her mother’s 

maiden name was BIRCH. Just to confirm, 

there was a baptism for her at St Alphege, 

Greenwich on the 2nd June that year, with 

father John, an upholsterer and mother 

Jane. The family was easy to find in the 

only census (1861) in which she appeared 

with her parents, she had four brothers 

and two sisters. 

 

The marriage of John Smith and Jane Birch 

took place at St Marylebone, on 18th 

December 1842, and a combined 

search of census, baptisms and 

registration identified another 

three girls and two boys. This was 

not particularly easy as the family 

moved around and the children 

were registered in, besides 

Greenwich – Islington, 

Marylebone, St Pancras, Stepney, 

and Walsall. However, none were 

named Alice Maud. The nearest 

was an Alice Mary, who was born 

in Sq 1862, Islington – perhaps she 

was Primrose’s mother? 

 

So having unsuccessfully 

exhausted that avenue, the last 

thing to do was look at the 

Whetter family to see if they 

provided clues. Unfortunately they 

did not, but their lives provided a 

lot of local interest. 

 

The Whetters had three children, 

all born in London, but the middle 

one died aged three years soon after they 

arrived in Bristol in 1877. William, a 

carpenter by trade, joined PARNALL, the 

well-known firm who started initially 

making weights and measures, then 

expanded into shop-fittings. William rose 

to manager of the department by 1883, 

but had moved on to BARTLETT & Sons by 

1885, where he worked for 27 years. They 

were initially at Welsh Back, but later were 

on the Bath Road in Brislington. They also 

made weighbridges and all manner of 

scales and weigh machines. Many reports 

of the annual outings and dinners of both 

firms for their employees, which William 

attended, were reported in the papers. 

1891 Poster – Grace's Guide to British Industrial History 
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Information on both companies and many 

others may be found in the very useful 

and comprehensive Graces Guide, here 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk . 

 

However, he also set up as a dealer in 

photographic apparatus. Primrose and his 

children, Louisa and Harry were assistants 

in the business. Later Louisa and Harry 

went into business together in 13 & 14 

Lower Arcade as Photographic Stores. 

Cameras were also “on Hire for Holidays”. 

Louisa married Henry Wilmington 

LOCOCK, a dealer in Phonographs, in 

1903, and from then on the 

advertisements were for ‘Whetter, 

Optician. “sight tested free of charge”, and 

spectacles costs from 1s a pair, 

“prescriptions accurately made up”… In 

1912, Harry emigrated to Canada with his 

wife Minnie Charlotte A. DOANE and 

daughter Beatrice. 

 

William was also involved in many 

hobbies, he was an early member of the 

Bristol Bicycle Club – later Bicycle & 

Tricycle Club, and the Bristol Volunteer 

Engineers, and he helped to set up the 

cycle division. He retired from the 

volunteers in 1900, having become 

company sergeant-major. He also 

belonged to the Bedminster Rifle Club. He 

enjoyed competitions winning prizes for 

cycling and shooting. The papers have 

plenty of items on his involvement and 

achievements, and in August 1882, with 

his friends Mr TROTMAN and Mr HOBBS, 

rode the 100 miles to Hungerford and 

back in 14 hours. 

 

Caroline died in 1929, and her funeral was 

reported in the paper; she was well known 

it said, and she was buried in the family 

grave (although she 

was the first occupant). 

Mentioned among the 

list of named mourners 

was Mrs Maud Baker 

(niece and adopted 

daughter) who was of 

course Primrose. 

 

William died in 1937, aged 86, and in the 

report of his funeral, Primrose was again 

mentioned as ‘adopted daughter’. The 

obituary also mentioned that he was an 

ardent fisherman, a special constable 

during the war, and that his last venture 

only two months earlier was an aeroplane 

trip. Had he lived, his ambition was to fly 

to Canada to see his son 

 

So there is still the mystery of who was 

Alice Maud Smith, James Fowles, and the 

identity of Primrose’s real mother – I shall 

have to decide whether to purchase 

Primrose’s birth certificate and Albert 

George Wyld’s will – he left £2,900 – and 

see if these documents have the answers. 

 

janebambury@blueyonder.co.uk  

 
***** 
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Rumour has it that we once owned half of 

Weston-super-Mare sea front – no, but 

here is John HARSE’s story. 

 

He was born in Badsworth on the 11th 

January 1787. He earned a little money as 

a young lad by scaring birds. At 15 years, 

he walked to Weston and was employed 

by Mr James Partridge CAPELL, who was a 

gentleman farmer and landowner who 

held the lease for four plots of land from 

the Grand Atlantic Hotel to Severn Road. 

 

He worked hard and saved his money. He 

fell in love with Betty COLES, also 

employed by Mr Capell. She was 17 years 

his senior. They were married at Uphill 

Church as the Weston Church was half 

pulled down,  by Rev Wadham PIGOTT on 

25th April 1809. 

 

They bought a horse and a spring van 

which he drove to Bristol every 

Wednesday and Saturday to buy quantities 

of provisions to sell in Weston. At this 

time, Weston had one shop and a few 

houses, a very small village. They then 

bought a fly wagon which a 

contemporaneous record says is a 

conveyance with a pole shaft drawn by 

two horses, so he could take people as 

well as provisions. 

 

Thomas HARVEY, Richard JONES, William 

TAYLOR and Richard WEST entered this 

field but none of them could surpass John 

Harse and his horses. 

A guide book of 1822 advised: 

 

“Harse’s coach leaves Weston every 

morning at 8am; leaves the Swan Inn, 

Bristol same day at 4 o’clock pm, arrives 

Weston at 7pm. 

His caravan leaves Weston Tuesday & 

Friday evening, arrives at the Queen’s 

Head Redcliffe St, Wed morning at 8 am 

leaves Bristol at 2 pm same day.” 

 

John and Betty had a liking for island life, 

so they rented Steep Holm, where they 

lived for several years, grazing sheep and 

growing vegetables. They came back to 

Weston where they founded a wheelchair 

business. John died at 7, Hopkin Street, 

aged 87. 

 

I took a boat trip to Steep Holm. It was  a 

strange experience to stand where they 

lived, and to look across to Weston where 

they had also lived and where their friends 

were. I wonder how it felt to be there in a 

heavy mist or big storm. There is no 

natural spring there, so they had to collect 

rain water or bring it up the very steep 

cliff. Life must have been quite hard, but I 

had a lovely day, and it was well worth the 

visit. 

 

amafpople@outlook.com 

 

Sources: “Mendip Lore” – Weston Mercury 

 1st February 1957  

 WSM Mercury 2nd May 1831 

John Harse 
Ann Pople (7436)  
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Help Wanted 
We make no charge for Family History requests to this column, but donations will be  

welcomed from non-members. There is a fee for commercial ventures.  
 

Please keep queries as concise as possible, but with enough relevant information. 

Pictures are welcome. Please send to the Editor at editor@bafhs.org.uk. 

Fannie Lewis née Hiles  

Hi, 

I am from Australia and am hoping your 

members can provide some information 

for me. 

  

My grandfather, Ernest Victor KING (from 

Sydney NSW) served in France in WW1 

and recently his medals were found. In 

amongst them was a South African one, 

with bar 1879 and inscribed with the 

name of  Alfred LEWIS, Trooper, Lonsdale 

Horse. I contacted an agency in Natal who 

found letters from Mrs Fannie Lewis from 

Manchester dated 1884, asking for 

whereabouts of her husband. Another 

letter from the Crown Agencies said 

that  Alfred drew his last pay on 31st 

March 1879, and they didn’t know what 

happened to him. I emailed Manchester 

Family History re his wife Fannie. 

 

Fanny Josephine HILES was born in Bristol 

in Gloucestershire in April 1852. 

 

In 1861, Fany Hiles, aged 9, a scholar was 

living at 9 Viacoff Parade, Bristol, with 

parents George H Hiles, 41y, a shopman to 

Sheffield House and Frances S Hiles, 38y, a 

milliner; and siblings Frederick H 11y, 

Frances H. 5y and Edward C. 2y. 

 

In 1871 at 2 Pennywell Road, Bristol, was 

Fanny Josephine Hiles, aged 18, machinist, 

with parents George Henry 52y, clerk and 

Frances Sarah 48y, household duties; and 

siblings Sarah Ann Madeline 23y, Edward 

Colston, 12y, and Ellen Maud Nena, 6y. 

 

She married Alfred Lewis in the Mq 1873. 

Their daughter Edith Madeline was 

baptised on the 3rd of October 1877 at St. 

Barnabas Church, Miles Platting, 

Manchester, daughter of Alfred Lewis, 

carpenter, and Fanny Josephine Lewis, of 7 

Lyon Street, Newton, Manchester. After 

this date I can find no further records of 

Alfred Lewis. 

 

In 1881, at 7 Lyon Street, Newton Heath, 

Manchester was Fanny Josephine Lewis, 

29y, married, tailoress, with her brother-in

-law Albert LITTLE, 37y, police constable, 

and his family. Along with Fanny was her 

daughter Edith, 4y. 

 

In 1891 at 31 Cross Street, Manchester 

was Fanny Josephine Lewis, 39y, tailoress, 

with daughter Edith, 13y, and now a son, 

Frederick, 3y. 

 

In 1901 at 5, Sudell Street, Manchester 

was Fanny Josephine Lewis, 49y, a 

dressmaker, with daughter Edith, 17y, and 

son, Frederick, aged 14y. 

 

In 1911 at 34, Bennett Street, New Cross, 

Manchester was Fanny Josephine Lewis, 
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***** 

58y, a finisher (Tailoress), living , with her 

daughter Edith Madeline, 26y, and son, 

Frederick, aged 23y, a cotton waste 

merchant’s clerk. 

 

Fanny Josephine Lewis died in 1925 aged 

74y. Fred Lewis was married to Madeline 

Rose Riley in 1934 at Prestwich Register 

Office. 

 

My great grandmother, Ernest’s mother, 

was Elizabeth (Bessie) King née LEWTON 

was born in Bristol, to parents Charles and 

Sarah (née LUSTY). My great grandfather, 

Thomas King, came from the Berkeley 

area, his parents were James and Annis 

King. Many of his forebears are buried at 

Thornbury Church. Tom and Bessie went 

to Australia and married in Sydney. 

I am interested in finding out if there is 

any connection of the Lewis/Hiles family 

with either the Lewton/Lusty side, or even 

the King side. I believe that medals given 

posthumously go to the next of kin and it 

would be wonderful if the mystery of how 

this medal came to be in my grandfather’s 

possession, could be solved. 

  

If any members are connected to these 

families and can help me, I would love to 

hearing from them. 

  

Regards 

Helen Puxty (née King) 

puxtyhr@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

***   Please Note that the Plastic Wrapper in which your Journal was delivered   *** 
is recyclable and should be re-cycled with plastic bags if your council takes them, 

or at your local superstore. 

Birth Certificate Addresses 

Dear Editor 

I am puzzled by the Birth Certificate of my 

ancestor, George GINGELL, in the 

Superintendent Registrar's District of The 

Clifton Union, and the Registrar's District 

of The Saint George District.   

 

George was born on Friday 23rd June 1848 

at "near The Fire Engine in the Parish of St 

George".  The details of the informant are 

his mother's "Mary Gingell, Mother, near 

the Fire Engine Saint George".  

 

The Fire Engine is an historic public house 

in Church Road, Redfield, Bristol and it  

 

would seem that the Fire Engine, after 

which it was named, was an early steam 

engine which pumped out water or raised 

coal from a local pit. 

 

My query is: why would the exact location 

of George's birth, and his mother's 

address, be so vague as "near The Fire 

Engine"?  Would you be able to throw 

some light on this for me, please? 

 

With kind regards 

Gill Bodenham (7431) 

jillbodenham@hotmail.com  
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Thomas Templeman c.1720-1752 

 

Greetings, 

While corresponding with the kind and 

very helpful Bristol Archives, who 

unfortunately were not able to 

find much, it was suggested 

that I contact you. Though at 

this point I have little more 

than a forlorn hope of finding 

clues, I thought perhaps I 

could run this by your 

membership and see if anyone 

might have any suggestions. 

 

I’m descended from a Thomas 

TEMPLEMAN, died 1752, of 

Westmoreland County, 

Virginia. I believe he was 

probably an immigrant. I have no clue 

about who his parents were, nor where he 

came from. The earliest record I have of 

him was a Virginia court appearance in 

1721, putting his year of birth at about 

1700 at the latest. He was apparently an 

educated man, because he frequently 

served as a jury foreman. At the time this 

included duties such as seeking out and 

investigating crimes, making arrests, 

writing statements, etc. – very different 

from today’s juries. He died a literate, 

wealthy man, I have a copy of his lengthy 

signed will. His sons and grandsons were 

named John and Thomas in addition to 

Samuel and others. But John and Thomas 

seemed to be dominant as given names. 

His son John and grandson John were 

mariners/ship captains travelling and 

trading from England, leading me to 

believe he may have been a mariner 

himself. 

There is one thing that might, by a hair, tie 

him to Bristol. There was, in the 1720s, the 

“Bristol Ironworks” (see left), which 

operated in or adjacent to Westmoreland 

County, Virginia, which was partially 

owned and funded by 

a John Templeman, 

merchant, of Bristol.  

 

There is no evidence 

that this John 

Templeman ever 

actually went to 

America, nor is there 

evidence that he was 

related to Thomas. But, 

would it not be quite a 

coincidence that a 

Templeman owned a 

major concern in the same sparsely 

populated county/area where another 

Templeman established himself at 

precisely the same time period 

(1720s)? The iron trade required a lot of 

ships/mariners between the continents. I 

did find the death record of this John 

Templeman in your website database. 

 

If someone in your group might have a 

clue of where or how, if at all, I ought to 

proceed, any information would be greatly 

appreciated!  I have also included a link to 

a brief old article on the Iron Works at 

bit.ly/BAFHS228  

 

With warm regards, 

David Vazquez 

Fairmont, West Virginia, USA 

 

fairmontscv@gmail.com  
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Augusta Harris/ Harries  

 

Dear Editor 

Augusta HARRIS/HARRIES married Joseph 

PORTER on 13th February 1831 at St 

James, Bristol.  They settled in Easton-in-

Gordano.  

 

I can find no documentation about 

Augusta prior to her marriage.  She did 

end her days in Wells Asylum and there 

are many details of her arrival and death 

but no evidence of her birth or history 

before 1831. In fact I am wondering if it 

was her real name.  She could read and 

sign her name but could not formally 

write. 

 

If anyone can point me in any direction 

where I might start to look for her father 

and ancestors. 

 

Thank you. 

Karon Athies (7490)  

karon-athies@hotmail.com 

***** 
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Where do I go from here ? 
Please email any requests to editor@bafhs.org.uk 

Dear Editor 

 

I am looking for the birth registration of 

my grandmother, Mary Jane MARTIN née 

WILLIAMS born about 1876.  

 

Unfortunately, there are a number of 

Mary Jane Williams born around the same 

time and I am not sure that my grand-

mother was born in Bristol although she 

lived and died here. I have attached Mary 

Jane’s marriage and death certificates. She 

died in 1917, aged 40, in Eastville 

Workhouse, is buried in Greenbank 

Cemetery and is on the BAFHS Greenbank 

transcriptions.  

 

Her young sons were sent to Canada and I 

have attached a file from the workhouse 

about the admission of the boys with 

information on her close relatives. 

I have also attached a birth certificate, but 

it may be a red herring. I cannot confirm 

that it is my grandmother and I am now at 

a loss to decide how to make any further 

progress.  

 

Pat Gardiner got in touch with Shirley 

Hodgson who is very interested in the 

'children who went to Canada' but 

unfortunately, she was not able to provide 

any more information than I already had 

about my father and his brother. 

 

Thank you 

Linda Clapp (7465) 

colinlinda108@yahoo.co.uk 

Dear Linda 

 

The marriage certificate shows Mary Jane 

Williams, 31 years; spinster; of 40 Clarence 

Place, Kingsdown; father Henry Williams, 

housepainter. She signed and the 

witnesses were G Williams and H Williams, 

both signed. The marriage took place at 

the Ebenezer Chapel, which was Wesleyan 

Methodist. She married on the 19th May 

1907. If her age is correct then she was 

born between May 1875 and May 1876. 

 

You provided a birth Certificate for a Mary 

Jane Williams, born 14th December 1875, 

6 Marlborough Street, daughter of Henry, 

a mason’s labourer and Jane nee 

SCAMELL. Jane registered the birth and 

made her mark, but I understand you’re 

not sure about this one, as you have no 

proof it’s your grandmother, and the 

father has a different occupation. 

 

You also provided a sheet from the 

workhouse detailing the admission of her 

two small sons, aged 8 and 7 years in 

1917. They had been removed from the 

father on the grounds of cruelty, after 

referral to the NSPCC. 

 

Various relatives were listed on the report, 

including Mary Jane’s siblings Harry, aged 

37, a soldier on active service; Florence 

Kate MILLER, 39, a soldier’s wife; and 

Henrietta JOHNSON, 41, the wife of a 

motor car driver. 
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So armed with this information, I found 

your grandmother in the 1911 Census: 

At 8 Clarence Place, Kingsdown, Bristol 

 Henry Martin, Head, 46y, Sweeper   

 for Bristol Sanitary Authority,  

 b. Gloucester 

 Mary, wife, 35y, married 4 years, 

 3 children, 3 still living, b. Bristol 

 Henry, son, 10y, school 

 Herbert, son, 1y 

 William, son, 6 months, all b. Bristol 

 

Then I found a potential baptism for Mary 

Jane on Family Search in their Bristol 

Parish Register collection, at St Andrew, 

Montpelier 25th June 1876 d of Henry and 

Jane Williams matching the birth 

certificate you provided. 

 

Further baptisms 

included Henrietta 

2nd October 1877, 

St Peter, Clifton 

Wood, Florence 

Kate 14th January 

1880, and Henry 

William 21st 

November 1881, 

both at St Paul, 

Clifton. 

 

Since finding these 

baptisms on Family 

Search when Linda 

first wrote to me, I 

have now been 

able to look at the images on Ancestry 

(above right). They showed that the family 

moved around and Henry was employed 

in different occupations, with Coachman 

mentioned twice.  

The marriage was a little trickier, but 

FreeBMD had Henry Williams to Jane 

SKEMMELL Mq 1873 Clifton 6a 314. 

 

So just to tie these all up I checked the 

births of the children on the GRO indexes 

on www.gro.gov.uk which provide the 

mother’s maiden name prior to 1911: 

Henrietta Dq 1877,Florence Kate Dq 1879 

and Henry Sq 1881, all Barton Regis  with 

mother’s maiden name SCAMMELL.  

 

This is obviously your grandmother’s 

family, so next the 1881 censuses: 

At 7 Berkeley Place Clifton, 2nd household: 

 Henry Williams, head, 30y, General  

 Labourer, b. Bristol 

 Jane, wife, 28y, b Gillingham, Dorset 

 Mary, 5y, b Bristol 

Over the page were two more members of 

the household 

 Henrietta, d, 3y, b. Bristol 

 Florence, d, 1 month, b. Bristol 

 

Bristol Archives 
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I couldn’t find Mary in 1891, but her father 

was with a new wife, Sarah, and had yet 

another trade as a painter which now 

matches Mary Jane’s marriage cert. 

At  2 Clifton Wood Crescent 

 Henry Williams, head, 42y, Painter, 

 b. Bristol 

 Sarah, wife, 41y, b, Caerwent, Mon’shire 

 Henrietta, d, 13y, b, Clifton 

 Florence K, d, 11y, b, Clifton 

 Henry, s, 9y, b Clifton 

 Grace Mary, d, 4y, b Bedminster 

 Herbert C, s, 2y, b Bedminster 

 

The GRO site told me that the last two 

children’s mother’s maiden name was 

HARRIS. 

 Jane Williams, died aged 28, Jq 1882, 

 Bristol 6a 24 

 Henry Williams married Sarah Jane 

 Harris Dq 1884, Bedwelty 11a 174 

 

1901 Census, 15 Ambrose Road, Clifton, 

4th household: 

 Henrietta Williams, Head, 59y, b Bristol 

 Mary Williams, niece, 25y, Dressmaker, 

 b. Bristol 

 

I think this is your Mary Jane, you can 

check if Henry Williams has a sister, 

Henrietta. In 1911, this Henrietta is 

described as aunt and living with Florence 

Kate (Miller) and her husband. 

 

You will find Henry, 2nd wife Sarah, and 

some more children in 1901, and 1911. 

 

There are still mysteries to solve, though. 

Who is the child Henry Martin, aged 10, in 

1911, and who is his mother? 

 

Now that you can be sure that the 

certificate you have is the correct one, you 

can progress further back, although after a 

very brief look, I think you may have 

difficulties with both Henry Martin, your 

grandfather, and Henry Williams your 

great-grandfather. 

 

Jane Scammell should be easier, but watch 

her age; I think she may well be the Jane 

SCAMMEL, birth registered Dq 1847 

Shaftesbury 8 71 on FreeBMD. Shaftsbury 

includes Gillingham, and you can follow 

her through the censuses up to 1871 in 

Bristol. You will need to get her marriage 

certificate, of course, to verify her father’s 

name. 

 

Do let me know how you get on; it looks to 

be an interesting investigation! 

 

***** 

Feedback 

I had several emails from Chris McKelvie 

on both parts of her problem and have 

included the gist of them. 

 

Ratnett – part 1. Thank you Jane, so much, 

and I think you are totally correct! It was a 

lovely gesture and I hope he enjoyed it. 

They were a poor family and it must have 

been a highlight in what I guess was a 

difficult life.  What is also lovely for me is 

that his son, my gorgeous great 

grandfather kept the invites in his 

‘memory box’ which I inherited as the 

oldest grandchild after my father passed 

away.  
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My great grandfather Christie Ratnett did 

live in Martock Cres with his wife for a 

while but after her death, he moved in 

with his widowed daughter, in the Old 

Market area. He had a lot of siblings who 

lived in the areas you mentioned. I haven’t 

followed them up. 

  

I remember my father saying that the 

family lived in Jones Lane, now 

demolished, which was behind the Quaker 

burial ground, opposite St Mary Redcliffe. I 

was christened there. I would really love 

to learn a lot more of the social history of 

the late 1700s onwards! 

Ratnett – part 2. Hi Jane, 

Thanks so much again for breaking down 

that brick wall. As a result I have found 

another ancestry member with Henry and 

William on their tree and have emailed 

him/her. Awaiting a reply but they have 

got back to the late 1600s. And all at 

Hanslope!!  This is so amazing for me. I 

found the Hanslope Family History group 

and as you say, they have a wealth of 

information about the Ratnetts. Pure 

Gold!  

 

Hello  again, I’ve just received my copy of 

the Journal and my question and your 

answer look really great in it. I’ve now got 

back to my 7 * great grandfather, baptised 

1694, as a result of what you unearthed.  

We visited Hanslope a couple of weeks 

ago. It’s a gorgeous village. I even found 

the house (left) which Richard, 

my 5*great grandfather, 

owned (and made him eligible 

to vote in the late 1700s) from 

the indexes of the Hanslope 

History Society.  

 

I have also emailed the vicar 

of the church to find out if 

there is an index of names of 

people in the graves as it is 

impossible to read the 

inscriptions now. 

 

I wish I could get to the Fair on 

28th Sept but we are away that 

weekend. I’m intending to go 

to the one at Woodstock and 

see that BAFHS have a stall 

there so will go and say hello. 

 

I’m indebted to you and can’t thank you 

enough. 

 

Warm regards  

Chris McKelvie (7291) 

Richard Ratnett’s house, 24 High Street. © Chris McKelvie 
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Letters to the Editor 

Another Mr Uren 

Dear Editor 

 

I write in response to the query from 

Roger BAKER and Alan UREN in WDIGFH? 

in Journal 177 (September 2019) regarding 

their ‘missing’ Uren ancestor. Whilst this 

reply will not help them in the least I 

thought the following would be worth a 

mention.  

 

All his working life, my Dad, Alfred 

PILLINGER, 1902-1985, (always known as 

Jack) was a gas main layer for the South 

West Gas Board. It was hard, heavy, and 

sometimes dangerous work, - he would 

occasionally come home ‘gassed’ causing 

nausea and often sickness, and “out in all 

winds and weathers” as he put it, but 

‘steady’ and he was never out of work, 

something greatly feared by my parents’ 

generation. He stuck it out until 

retirement, usually enormously frustrated 

for he was certainly capable of better, 

though perhaps less useful occupations. 

 

One day in the 1950s, he was at work with 

two mates in the road opposite the Horse 

Shoe pub in Downend, outside the 

chemists’ shop, 7 Badminton Road, when 

the proprietor, who I have always assumed 

was Mr John UREN, came out and took a 

photograph of the gang of three. 

Incidentally I worked just round the corner 

from the photo, at Downend Garage, 

proprietor Jack LAMB, 1957/8, as a pump 

attendant, just one of my many jobs. The 

Garage is long gone. 

This is the photograph taken on that day 

which was given to Dad, I do not know the 

exact date but it is noticeable that there is 

only one car on the road!  Dad is the one 

in the overalls on the right, and I wish I 

knew the names of the other two. I never 

thought to ask. Do you recognise either of 

them? I need hardly say this is a lesson to 

all family historians – if you are lucky 

enough to have parents, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, even older brothers and 

sisters still alive, or any of their friends, 

don’t forget to ask them questions before 

it is too late.  

 

I love this photo: even now, people are 

much less often snapped in their working 

clothes than in their finery at weddings or 

‘casual’ on holiday. I owe my very 

existence to another, earlier, hole in the 

road, one close to G.B. BRITTON’S boot 

factory in Kingswood, down which my Dad 

was digging with the ‘pick and shovel’ 

when he espied my lovely Mum, slim and 

‘Marcelle-waved’, on her way to work. He 

whistled at her. Quite properly she ignored 

him. (These days she might have been 
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offended, but she just tossed her head and 

went on her way.) A day or so later his 

sister passed her a note, saying “Our Jack 

wants to go out with you!” She took a 

chance and the rest is history. 

 

“The Gas Company Hole” in Downend 

became locally notorious. From 1939 

when Mr Uren first arrived, he claimed the 

hole had been dug up 100 times. It must 

have still been ‘young’ when the photo 

was taken, but was still going strong in 

1981. To mark its centenary edition, Mr 

Uren charged shoppers 2d (two pennies in 

old money) to look down it, with the 

proceeds going to charity.  

 

I thought it would be fun to see if this Mr 

Uren was any relation to Roger and Alan’s 

ancestor. Like 

our Editor I 

was amazed 

there were so 

many Urens, 

though fewer 

in our area. I 

had no luck 

as none of 

those I looked 

at seemed 

likely to have 

become a 

chemist or a 

pharmacist. 

However, there are a few clues on-line. An 

anonymous writer of reminiscences on 

‘The Frith Archive’ remembers “John Uren 

and his funny daily proverbs on the 

pavement”, and “Brizzle Born & Bred” 

describes him as “a Cornishman and well 

known extrovert”.  The search continues. 

 

Patricia Lindegaard (113) 

***** 
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Book Reviews 
Bob Lawrence (2922) and Geoff Gardiner (5254) 

 

The following have come to our attention recently. Some of the titles are held in our 
Research Room for reference; not all are to be found in local bookshops so the 

publishers’ contacts or  websites are given for further enquiries. 
 

Members are invited to bring suitable titles, particularly those produced by local groups 
or individuals, to our notice. Please email: publicity@bafhs.org.uk 

*****    Editor – We have a bumper selection for you to choose from,     ***** 

to put on your Christmas shopping lists this year!  

 

‘Voices of the Second World War – A Child’s Perspective’ 

by Sheila A. Renshaw 

 

This is a collection of first-hand accounts of people from all over Europe who 

experienced the War. The contributors, who were aged from  four to fifteen at the time 

of the conflict, have only too willingly offered their stories so that the wider world can 

understand what children went through at the time. They have 

all written from their perspectives as a children. They came 

from United Kingdom, Germany, Netherlands, Malta, Sweden, 

Czechoslovakia, Germany, Norway, Ukraine and Egypt. 

 

The children as they were then, have recounted tales of living 

through bombing, enemy occupation, fear, starvation, 

deprivation and evacuation, while others had hardly any idea 

that a war was taking place as they were so far removed from 

the action. They go on to tell of how they became involved in 

contributing to the war effort through such things as young 

peoples organisations, who, for example, collected scrap metal 

for recycling and  ‘harvested hedgerows’ for community food 

supplies. Others worked on farms or joined the Red Cross, St John’s Ambulance or the 

Cadet Forces of the Services. 

 

Some three dozen stories here for historians to remember how war affects the innocent 

young and to help our understanding of what our ancestors endured.  

 

This 160-page softback is available at £12.99 from the publisher www.pen-and-

sword.co.uk. 
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‘Somerset’ 

by Andrew Powell-Thomas 

 

The author presents an illustrated history of the U.K.’s 

seventh largest county, incorporating images from Historic 

England’s archives. Each selected location or property is 

treated to a short narrative to explain its importance in the 

history of the county and, in some cases, of the country. 

 

The chapters cover towns and villages, industry and 

commerce, places of worship, leisure and entertainment, 

country houses and estates, and the county at war. 

 

This 96-page softback is available in local shops or from the publishers www.amberley-

books.com at £14.99. The full picture archive of Historic England can be accessed online 

at HistoricEngland.org.uk/Photos. 

 

 

‘Tracing Your Ancestors Using the Census’ 

by Emma Jolly 

 

This is a comprehensive guide packed with advice on how to explore the census records 

and how to get the most out of them. It is authoritative, detailed and accessible and 

covers all parts of the British Isles. 

 

The author explains why these records were needed and 

created. There is a chapter on each of the modern censuses 

(1841 onwards) in which the good and bad elements of each 

are explored and the records set in their historical context. 

There is a particularly valuable section of information on the 

less well-known censuses before 1841. 

 

The author compares online and other sources, refers to lost 

or damaged records, and also shows how to interpret census 

information effectively. 

There are useful appendices (including dates of censuses and 

the names of Registrars-General) together with a glossary of 

terms, extensive bibliography and a detailed index. 
 

This 200-page softback is an updated edition of the 2013 original. It is available at 

£12.99 from the publisher www.pen-and-sword.co.uk. 



 

 
B&A FHS Journal No. 178 December 2019 56 

‘Family History Research Challenges and How to Solve Them’ 

by Ian Waller 

 

This guide provides suggestions as to many resources and strategies that have been 

proven to help resolve challenges and to break down proverbial brick walls. The reader 

is encouraged to employ patience and persistence and to “Get Your Hands Dirty” in the 

wider world away from online resources. 

 

The author stresses that researchers should understand why 

records were created and how they were intended to be 

used. The book is divided into sections, the main ones of 

which cover common misconceptions, the interpretation 

and understanding of records, overcoming inadequate 

research, and secondary sources and supplementary 

records. There are also sections on understanding names 

and interpreting handwriting. Each section is sub-divided 

into specific topics for ease of use. 

 

Apart from the theme indicated by the title, this book is 

actually a valuable overall and compact guide on where to 

go and how to do good research. It would benefit many a 

beginner. 
 

This 120-page softback is published by The Family History Partnership, the publishing 

imprint of The Family History Federation. It retails at £8.95 and is available through 

www.familyhistorybooksonline.co.uk; go to the ‘Shop’ section where a wide range of 

titles is listed. 

 

 

Godfrey Maps 

Bristol (SW) and Bedminster 1913 

 

The latest reproduction map from ‘our area’ broadly covers an 

area from Hotwells (north-west) to Temple area (north-east) to 

Windmill Hill (south-east) and Ashton Gate (south-west). The 

predominance of the City Docks and the suburbs of Bedminster 

and Southville at a time when the docks and the tobacco 

industry were both at their commercial heights can be seen 

quite clearly. It is also a time when public transport in the city 

was serviced by trains and trams. 
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On the reverse of the map, Mike Bone has written a brief history of early Bristol before 

exploring a more detailed review of the development of the map’s area in the 1700s and 

1800s. Interestingly he mentions the plans for road schemes that would have driven 

through hundreds of houses in the 1960s and 1970s if they had happened – today the 

proposal is to remove the new Hotwells roads of the 1960s for housing! There are also 

extracts from 1894 Kelly's Directory for College Green and Queen Square, and for 

Coronation Road and North Street in Bedminster. 

 

This map retails at £3.00 and is available from Society ‘outlets’, some local shops or the 

publisher at www.alangodfreymaps.co.uk. 

 

 

‘Taking the pledge: the Temperance movement in Bristol, 1830-1914’ 

Alan Clarke 

ALHA Books No. 30 

 

During the Victorian period, the temperance movement was a major social, religious 

and political force. Individuals, including children, were encouraged to commit 

themselves to never drinking alcohol, while there were campaigns to oppose the 

opening of pubs and clubs where the demon liquor would be served. 

 

A march from Queen Square to Durdham Down, with bands 

and banners, attracted thousands in 1904. Temperance 

cafes and hotels were opened which served tea, coffee and 

cocoa. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, beer was 

seen as a safer drink than water, but consumption fell until 

about 1950. 

 

This book by Alan Clarke is based on research carried out 

for an M.A. in history, and looks specifically at the 

temperance movement in the Bristol area. The author 

previously worked in insurance, as a trade union official, 

and as a teacher of English as a foreign language. 

 

Published by ALHA (Avon Local History & Archaeology), the umbrella group for local 

history organisations, and priced at £3.50, this book can be bought at Bristol Central 

Library, Bristol Archives, and at BAFHS events. It can also be ordered by post (65p 

postage) from W. Evans, 5 Parrys Grove, Bristol, BS9 1TT. Full details at 

www.alha.org.uk.  
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‘The surgeons and the Bristol School of Artists’ 

by Michael Whitfield 

ALHA Books No. 28 

 

In the early decades of the 19th century, there was a 

flourishing school of artists in Bristol, both professional and 

amateur. Some of these artists were also surgeons at a time 

when Bristol medicine was flourishing. 

 

This book, well-illustrated in colour with examples of their 

work, tells the stories of this latter group, with brief 

biographies and details of both their medical and artistic 

lives. 

 

Michael Whitfield was senior lecturer in General Practice at 

the University of Bristol, and in retirement has researched 

the lives of local physicians and the changes in public health 

in the nineteenth century. This is his fifth book for ALHA. 

 

Published by ALHA (Avon Local History & Archaeology), the umbrella group for local 

history organisations, and priced at £3.50, this book can be bought at Bristol Central 

Library, Bristol Archives, and at BAFHS events. It can also be ordered by post (65p 

postage) from W. Evans, 5 Parrys Grove, Bristol, BS9 1TT. Full details at 

www.alha.org.uk.  

 

 

‘Tracing Your Docker Ancestors’ 

by Alex Ombler 

 

In this first practical guide to be published on the subject, the 

author takes us through the history of British ports and the 

lives and experiences of those who worked in them. 

 

There is great emphasis on the rapid development of the 

‘docking industry’ as it met the needs of the country’s 

industrialisation in the 19th century. The organizational history 

of the labour force is quite complex. 

 

The story of the Dockers is covered through their daily lives at 

work, their social and family lives, their communities and the 

varied working practices, and the rise of the trade unions and 
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establishment of the National Dock Labour Board. The experiences of workers during 

two World Wars is dealt with as are the later industrial relations problems leading to, 

and during, the contraction of the industry.  

 

There are several references to the docks in ‘our area’ for local interest but this will be a 

fascinating read for anyone with ancestors who were in this workforce. 

 

The book contains a comprehensive guide to national and regional records sources and 

there is a useful glossary of types of dock labourer – people were not just ‘dockers’. 
 

This 150-page softback is available at £14.99 from the publisher www.pen-and-

sword.co.uk 

 

 

 

‘From Brycgstow to Bristol in 45 Bridges’ 

by Jeff Lucas and Thilo Gross 

 

This book comprises the individual histories of the 45 bridges which span Bristol’s 

waterways and which can be crossed on foot. 

 

The purpose of each bridge and its 

construction is described in its historic 

context, its commercial or social need, and in 

relation to the locations to which it provided 

a link. The story of Bristol’s bridges helps to 

illuminate a thousand years of history. 

 

The author gives a brief history of the city’s 

waterways and goes on to describe a circular 

walk of 45 kilometres enabling one to cross 

each bridge only once. There is a map and 

instructions to show how this can be done. 
 

This 144-page hardback book contains a wealth of colour pictures of all the bridges, 

some from different angles. It has been sponsored by the University of Bristol and is 

available at £18.00 in local bookshops or from the publisher Bristol Books at 

www.bristolbooks.org. 

 

 

 



 

 
B&A FHS Journal No. 178 December 2019 60 

‘A– Z of Bristol: Places, People, History’ 

by Cynthia Styles 

 

As with the publishers’ recent book on Bath in the same vein, this is an alphabetical 

romp through the city’s history in which the author has made a selection of some of the 

places in Bristol, and the people who have lived and worked here over the centuries, to 

illustrate the city’s progress and development. The chosen 

people and places are given short but comprehensive 

descriptions and placed in historic context. 

 

The city is seen as reinventing itself continually as new 

people and ideas immigrated, with many nationalities often 

establishing their families for generations. Layers of history 

are uncovered through the city’s buildings past and present, 

and how these have been shaped by bombing, planning and 

demolition. The author has uncovered a lovely quote that 

Bristol was ‘a grand muddle’ at the start of the 20th century. 

 

A very well-illustrated pot-pourri this 96-page softback is available in local shops or from 

the publishers www.amberley-books.com at £14.99. 

 

‘East with Eadon’, Frenchay Village Museum Chronicles No. 18 

Compiled by Alan Freke, based on research by David Taylor 

 

Alan Eadon was born in Hambrook, the son of the local doctor, and is buried in the 

churchyard at Frenchay. He is most renowned for his work in the Second World War, 

when he saved thousands by organising the evacuation of 

civilians by air from Burma as the Japanese army advanced. 

He was also one of the pioneers of aviation both in Britain 

and India, building airfields and training pilots, and was 

involved in many other activities and industries. 

 

But this fascinating book reveals much more about the 

person behind the public face. He married an actress when 

he was only 17, but within two years bigamously married 

someone else. He continually lied about his qualifications, 

exaggerated his experience, and claimed fellowship of 

organisations where he was only an ordinary member.  

 

The book is available at Frenchay Village Museum or by post for £5 + £2 postage by 

contacting Teresa Norton at norton.ta@hotmail.com.  
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Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette Thursday  18th February 1864 
 

 

CURIOUS FREAK OF  A HORSE 

About half-past four o’clock on Saturday afternoon, a horse belonging to Mr GWYER, 

tallow merchant, of Temple Street, Bristol, took fright in Water Lane, and ran into 

Temple Street. After crossing Temple Street, it entered the shop of Mr E KITLEY, 

where it knocked down a young woman, and did considerable damage to the fixtures 

and stock. The animal then bolted into the parlour, smashing various pieces of furniture, 

and knocking down a young lady named BUSH. 

Mr Kitley was present, and, seizing the animal by the head, by main force prevented it 

from jumping through the window. We regret to add that Miss Bush is now under 

medical treatment from the shock she sustained . 

*** The Worcester Regiment *** 
 

Thousands of men left their loved ones at home 
to serve with The Worcestershire Regiment… 

 

Was your ancestor one of them?  
Our team of experienced researchers can help you find out. 

 
The Mercian Regiment Museum (Worcestershire) holds significant 

archive collections relating to The Worcestershire Regiment.  
 

Our extensive archive includes records dating back to 1694; 
with primary emphasis on the officers and men who served in the World Wars. 

With many unique sources and documents not available online, 
our researchers will painstakingly, manually, search these records to seek out your 

relative and provide the historical context in which they served. 
  

To Make an Enquiry: 
 

It costs just £25 to make an enquiry. 
Email: museummercian@btconnect.com  

Tel: 01905 721982 
 

 Write to: Mercian Regt. Museum, Dancox House, 
Pheasant Street, Worcester WR1 2EE  
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Time Codes: a = pre 1599; b = 1600 - 1699; c = 1700 - 1799; d = 1800 - 1899 e = 1900 - now 

Members Interests Update 
The Journal will only publish additional names but names may be added, amended or 
deleted on the B&AFHS website at any time. Send submissions to Cliff Woolley, see 
inside front cover for postal address, or email webmaster@bafhs.co.uk. 
 
Please be aware that anything placed on a website page can be found by internet 
search engines. Members may therefore wish to limit the amount of personal data 
shown on their own website page to an email address. 
 
To use this list, look at the surnames in which you may be interested. Note the number 
which appears at the end and look this up in the subsequent list of members. 
 
If you receive an enquiry, we suggest that you wait and see what is required before  
sending all your research findings. If you receive information from anyone, even if it is 
not what you were expecting or hoping for, please thank them for it. 
 
The full index of existing members’ interests is on the Society website. 

   Chapman  Area Codes   

 England (ENG) LAN Lancashire YKS Yorkshire 

BDF Bedfordshire LEI Leicestershire  Wales (WLS) 

BKM Buckinghamshire LIN Lincolnshire AGY Anglesey 

BRK Berkshire LND London BRE Brecknock 

BST Bristol MDX Middlesex CAE Caernarvonshire 

CAM Cambridgeshire NBL Northumberland CGN Cardiganshire 

CHS Cheshire NFK Norfolk CMN Carmarthenshire 

CON Cornwall NRY Yorkshire North Riding DEN Denbighshire 

CUL Cumberland NTH Northamptonshire FLN Flintshire 

DBY Derbyshire NTT Nottinghamshire GLA Glamorgan 

DEV Devon OXF Oxfordshire MER Merioneth 

DOR Dorset RUT Rutland MGY Montgomeryshire 

DUR Durham SAL Shropshire MON Monmouthshire 

ERY Yorkshire East Riding SFK Suffolk PEM Pembrokeshire 

ESS Essex SOM Somerset RAD Radnor 

GLS Gloucestershire SRY Surrey  Other Countries 

HAM Hampshire SSX Sussex AUS Australia 

HEF Hereford STS Staffordshire CAN Canada 

HRT Hertfordshire WAR Warwickshire IRL Ireland 

HUN Huntingdonshire WES Westmoreland NRL Northern Ireland 

IOM Isle of Man WIL Wiltshire NZ New Zealand 

IOW Isle of Wight WOR Worcestershire SCT Scotland 

KEN Kent WRY Yorkshire West Riding USA United States of America 
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Addresses of member submitting interests in this journal: 
 

7488  Alison Sansum, 63 The Dingle, Winterbourne Down BS36 1AA 

alisansum@gmail.com 

7490 Karon Athies, 8 Alexander Fields, Upavon, Wiltshire SN9 6NB        

karon_athies@hotmail.com 

We welcome 17 new members to the Society. 
 

Obituaries: 
 

308  Miss J Cook 

7471 Mr A M Matthews 

New member Interests: 
 

BELL, GLS/Thornbury, abcd, 7488  

BOWDEN, BST, abcd, 7488 

BUNDAY, BST, abcd, 7488 

HARRI(E)S, BST/GLS, bc, 7490 

HARROP, CHS, abcd, 7488 

HAWKINS, BST, abcd, 7488 

HILL, DEV/CON/BST, abcd, 7488 

JEFFRIES, GLS/Thornbury, abcd, 7488  

JENNION, Manchester/ Runcorn/CHS, 

abcd, 7488 

JOHNSTON, Islington/LND, abcd, 7488 

MALLENDER, NTT/Retford, abcd, 7488 

MARTIN, Manchester/Fife, abcd, 7488  

MOUNTSTEPHENS, SOM, abcd, 7488 

OLLERHEAD, CHS, abcd, 7488 

 
 

PHILLIPS, CON/St Austell, abcd, 7488  

POPE, GLS/Olveston, abcd, 7488 

PORTER, Easton-in-Gordano/ Pill/Avon, 

bcd, 7490 

PROBERT, BST, abcd, 7488 

SANSUM, SGlos/Tytherington,abcd,7488 

THOMAS, GLS/Thornbury, abcd, 7488  

THOMPSON, SOM/Publow, abcd, 7488 

THORN, GLS/Rudgeway/ Thornbury, 

abcd, 7488  

WEMBRIDGE, BST/SOM, abcd, 7488 

WIGHTMAN, Manchester, abcd, 7488 

WINTERSON, BST, abcd, 7488 

YEADON, Yeadon/YKS, abcd, 7488 

Rear cover – A selection of Pictures from the September Fair 
 See page 6 for the Article, and page 7 for key to the Pictures 

All pictures © Patricia Holmes 
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Bath Record Office, 
Archives & Local Studies 
Guildhall, High Street 
Bath  BA1 5AW 
 

email: archives@bathnes.gov.uk 
Tel: 01225 477421 
www.batharchives.co.uk 
 

Bristol Archives 
‘B’ Bond Warehouse 
Smeaton Road 
Bristol  BS1 6XN 
 

email: archives@bristol.gov.uk 
Tel: 0117 922 4224 
www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-archives 
Online Catalogue: archives@bristol.gov.uk 
 

Bristol Central Library, 
Local Studies and Family History Studies 
College Green 
Bristol  BS1 5TL 
 

email: refandinfo@bristol.gov.uk 
Tel: 0117 903 7202 
www.bristol.gov.uk/libraries-archives 
 

Church of Latter Day Saints  
Family History Centre 
721 Wells Road 
Whitchurch 
Bristol  BS14 9HU 
 

Tel: 01275 838326 
www.familysearch.org/eng 
 

North Somerset Studies Library 
Town Hall 
Walliscote Grove Road 
Weston-Super-Mare  BS23 1UJ 
 

email: local.history@n-somerset.gov.uk 
Tel: 01934 426863 
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/libraries/ 

 

Gloucestershire Archives; FHS; Diocese; 
Police Archives; Local History Association;  
& Archives for South Glos. 
@ Gloucestershire Heritage Hub 
Clarence Row, 
Alvin Street 
Gloucester  GL1 3DW 
 

email: archives@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Tel: 01452 425295 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives 
Online Catalogues: 
ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/CalmView/ 
ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/genealogy/
Search.aspx 
 

Somerset Archives & Local Studies  
@ Somerset Heritage Centre 
Brunel Way, 
Norton Fitzwarren 
Taunton  TA2 6SF 
 

email: somesetarchives@swheritage.org.uk 
Tel: 01823 278805 (enquiries) 
Tel: 01823 337600 (appointments) 
www.swheritage.org.uk/somerset-archives 
Online Catalogue: 
somerset-cat.swheritage.org.uk/ 
 

Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre 
Cocklebury Road 
Chippenham 
SN15 3QN 
 

Email: heritageadmin@wiltshire.gov.uk 
Tel: 01249 705500 
www.wshc.eu 
Online Catalogue: 
calmview.wiltshire.gov.uk/CalmView/ 
 

Typesetting:  Jane Bambury 

Printed by: Adlard Print, Nottingham 
   Tel: 0115 921 4863 
   www.adlardprint.com 

Useful Addresses 
A list of useful sources for starting your family history searches 



 

 

Membership 
 

All matters regarding membership 
including requests for details and 

application forms, payment of 
subscriptions, change of address etc. 

should be addressed to the 
Membership Secretary at the address 

inside the front cover or to   
 

membership@bafhs.org.uk 
 

Annual Subscription 
 (Renewable on 1st April) 

 

Standard Membership   £14 
(for those living within the British Isles) 
 

Family Membership   £15 
(for two or more related persons living 
at the same address, sharing the same 
copy of the Journal, etc., but possessing 
individual voting rights) 
 

Concessionary Membership  £12 
(for students in full-time education or 
people in receipt of a retirement 
pension) 
 

Overseas Membership   £15 
(for those living outside the British 
Isles) 

Advertisement Rates 
 

A limited number of advertisements may 
be placed at the following rate per issue, at 

the discretion of the Editor. 
 

Full page advert   £40 
Half-page     £22 
Up to one-third page  £15 

Journal Deadlines 
 

Contributors and advertisers are reminded 
of the deadline dates for the Journal. 

 

March issue:  1st February     
June issue:  1st May   
September issue:  1st August 
December issue:  25th October 

The Journal 
 

The Journal is the official publication of the 
Bristol and Avon Family History Society. 

Contributions, articles, comments, etc., are 
welcome, particularly from new members. 

 

Contributions should be addressed to the 
Editor at the address inside the front cover 

or to 
 

editor@bafhs.org.uk 
 

Articles appearing in this Journal must not 
be reproduced without written permission. 

Copyright of submitted articles and 
photographs remains with the originator.  

Contributing authors’ opinions are not 
necessarily those of the Society.   

The Editor’s decision is final. 

The Society cannot accept any 
responsibility for any loss suffered directly 
or indirectly by any purchaser or reader as 
the result of any notice or advertisement 

published in this Journal.   

Society Correspondence 
 

Correspondence on any Society matter 
other than Membership or the Journal 

should be addressed to the Secretary at 
the address inside the front cover or to 

 

secretary@bafhs.org.uk 
 

  Please quote your membership 
number.  If a postal answer is required, 

please enclose a sae. 



 

 


